Fight of faith
We know that Jesus shed His precious blood for the salvation of us all. “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life” (John 3:36).
So we may be puzzled when Paul expresses it as a longing: “…that, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead” (Philippians 3:11). It sounds as if Paul isn't entirely certain. But what he probably means is: as believers, we mustn't sit back and do nothing. We certainly have every reason to shout “ hallelujah ,” but our conversion is only the beginning of a journey of spiritual growth with the LORD.
That is why we read: “Do not be conformed to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to prove what is that  good and acceptable  and perfect will of God” ( Romans 12:2).
“…that you may be filled with the knowledge of HIS will through all wisdom and spiritual understanding, so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the LORD, bearing fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge of God…” (Colossians 1:9-10)
So it's about growth.
“…so that you may be able, together with all the saints, to grasp fully what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God” ( Eph 3:18-19).
This is about being fulfilled to the fullest.
It may surprise us that even Paul, whom we know as a fully-fledged, powerful man of God, writes: “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of it, because Christ Jesus has taken hold of me” (Philippians 3:12).
The expression “I press on” indicates that it is about activity, about a deliberate effort.
Yes, we are urged: “Fight the good fight of the faith…” (1 Timothy 6:12)
That it is a spiritual battle becomes clear, for example, in how Paul, in a sense, groans: “For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing” ( Romans 7:18).
“Therefore, (since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,) let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith” ( Hebrews 12:1-2).
Why is it a “good fight of faith”? First, because we know that Yeshua has already won the victory and is the perfecter of our faith. And second, because there is a reward. As Paul writes, “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).
“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes goes into strict training, though they do so to receive a crown that will not last, but we do so to receive an everlasting crown.” (1 Corinthians 9:24-25)
Scripture speaks of the “crown of life” (James 1:12 and Revelation 2:10) and the “unfading crown of glory” (1 Peter 5:4). And the Apostle Paul can write: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the LORD, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7-8).
Now, concerning the fight of faith – a fight “not against flesh and blood” (Eph 6: 12) –
we read something astonishing: “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose” (Philippians 2:13). This is indeed a paradox: free will of man coupled with God's foreknowledge.
The following verses might help with understanding: “Return us to yourself, O Lord, and we will return” (Lamentations 5:21) and “Return to me, and I will return to you” ( Zechariah 1:3). My understanding is this: God does not interfere with human free will, but He helps those who are already trying to do His will to do it even better.
“So it does not depend on the one who wants to, nor on the one who runs, but on God who has mercy” ( Romans 9:16)
“But to each one of us grace has been given according to the measure of Christ’s gift” ( Eph 4:7)



