Jerusalem  - the significance of the terms used for her in the Bible 
In the Bible there are more than 40 expressions used for the city of Jerusalem. They reflect the whole historical development as well as the spiritual significance of Jerusalem. Many of these expressions will lead me through my explanations and comments on Jerusalem. 
1 
The earliest  reference to the city dates from about 1900 BC:
“Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he blessed Abram” (Gen 14:18). Where do we know from that this has to do with Jerusalem? For instance from Ps 76: 1 + 2: “In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel. His tent is in Salem, His dwelling place in Zion.” 
Jeru-salem = foundation of shalom, base of peace. (This already points to the Prince of Peace, announced in Isaiah 9:5). 
In the year 1000 BC “David captured the fortress of Zion…, and called it the City of David” (2 Sam 5: 7+9). This is the hour of birth of Jerusalem. It was there that David reigned 33 years. 
As we know, David wanted to build a house for the LORD, but according to divine decree only his son Solomon was allowed to do so (2 Sam 7). Solomon built the temple in 960 (1 Kings 6), and it existed until 587 BC. 
2 
“ City of God” (Ps 87: 3) “The city of the Great King” (Ps 48: 2) 
As early as at Mt. Sinai God had instructed the Israelites: “Have them make a sanctuary for ME, and I will dwell among them” (Ex 25: 8). When Solomon built the temple, the LORD promised the sons of Israel to dwell in their midst if they would obey HIM (1 Kings 6: 11-13). 
In Ps 132: 13+14 we read that God specifically has chosen Jerusalem: “For the LORD has chosen Zion, HE has desired it for His dwelling: This is My resting place for ever and ever; here I will sit enthroned, for I have desired it”. (see also Ps 135: 21; Joel 4: 21; Zech 2: 10). 
Although the Almighty God is the Omnipresent, HE committed Himself particularly to Jerusalem. Indeed, it says in Ps 46: 4: “The most highly place where the Most High dwells.” 
And it is prophesied for the end times: “The name of the city from that time on will be ‘THE LORD IS THERE” (Ezek. 48: 35). 


3 
“The Holy Mountain” (Zech 8: 3) 
These two words show us two aspects: 
a) Yes, Jerusalem is situated on a mountain, 800 meters high. (Isaiah 2: 3: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD”). 
b) And the LORD Himself says that Jerusalem will be called a Holy Mountain:
“I have installed My King on Zion, My holy hill” (Ps 2: 6). 
What about holiness in Jerusalem today? 
First of all we have to realize: The people of Israel are considered holy in God´s eyes even when there is left much to be desired. HE declares that very clearly: “The holy seed will be the stump in the land” (Isaiah 6: 13). HE has separated His Chosen People to be holy for HIM (“Consecrate yourselves to be holy, because I am holy”, Lev. 11: 44).  
In these days the percentage of ultra-orthodox (haredi) Jews (aged 20 or above) is 34% in Jerusalem, much higher than the 9% in total Israel. And just 19% call themselves “secular” as opposed to 44% in the whole  country. (36% “religious” or “traditional”) 
The religious life in Jerusalem is of course influenced also by the fact that 37% of the inhabitants are Arabs (i.e. 341.500 out of 901.302 as of May 2019).  And there is a Christian minority in the town. In 1946 their share of the citizens had been 20% (31,000 people), now they amount to only 18,000 (i.e. 2%), mainly Catholics (about 4,500), Greek-orthodox (3,500) and Armenian Christians (ca. 1,500). Various Evangelical groups are represented by less than 1,000. 
That different religious groups are living side by side, is of course reflected in the buildings of the town: There are more than 1,200 Synagogues, about 70 Mosques and ca. 160 churches in Jerusalem. 
4 
“Zion of the Holy One of Israel” (Isaiah 60: 14) 
Although the term “Zion” is being used for the people of Israel as a whole, it was originally identical with the mountain where Abraham was prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac and where Solomon´s temple was erected. 
And God is called “The Holy One of Israel” at least 30 times in the Bible, as HE committed Himself to the people of Israel for ever by an oath of His holy name. HE wants to be called “The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob” in every generation (Ex 3:15). 
HE will never give up His people, and HE confirms this through a wonderful metaphor: “See, I have engraved you on the palms of My hands; your walls are ever before Me” (Isaiah 49: 16). 
That Jerusalem is “Zion of the Holy One of Israel” reminds us of a precious promise of the LORD: “I will grant salvation to Zion, My splendour to Israel” (Isaiah 46: 13). Salvation in Hebrew is “Jeshuah”, the name of Jesus is “JESHUA”. 
5 
“Daughter of Zion, daughter Jerusalem (2 Kings 19: 21)  “Stronghold of the daughter of Zion” (Micah 4: 8), “Daughter of My people” (Lament. 2: 11) 
These terms show God´s special relation of love towards Jerusalem. 
The LORD says: “I am Israel´s father” (Jer 31: 9). HE had already announced to Solomon: “I will be his father, and he will be My son” (2 Sam 7: 14). And Moses urged the Israelites to remember: “You are the children of the LORD your God” (Deut 14: 1). David says: “As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him” (Ps 103: 13). We are allowed to direct ourselves to the Almighty God like children to their human father. “Avinu Malkenu” (our Father, our King) is what Jews pray again and again. And they may pray according to David´s prayer: “O LORD; see how my enemies persecute me! Have mercy and lift me up from the gates of death, that I may declare Your praises in the gates of the Daughter of Zion and there rejoice in Your salvation!” (Ps 9: 13+14). 
This brings us to the next aspect: 
6 
“Testimony of Israel” (Ps 122: 4) (for admonition) 
Jerusalem is like a token of gratitude to the LORD “where the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, to the Testimony of Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD…” (Ps 122: 4). Whenever the Jews think of Jerusalem they should remember all the miraculous deeds and promises of God which are related to this city. And they should give Him honour for that. 
“The LORD has established Zion, and in her His afflicted people will find refuge” (Isaiah 14: 32). 
“And I Myself will be a wall of fire around it, declares the LORD, and I will be its glory within” (Zech 2: 5). 
Jerusalem is The Testimony of Israel also “for thrones are set there for judgment” (Ps 122: 5). Indeed, we have to read: “Jerusalem has sinned gravely” (Lam 1: 8). “She has rebelled against My judgments by doing wickedness more than the nations“ (Ezek 5: 6). See, I am beginning to bring disaster on the city that bears My name…” (Jer 25: 29). 
When we are speaking of Jerusalem as The Testimony of Israel, we may ask: How does the Jewish people stand by Jerusalem today?   
During all the centuries they kept a longing for Jerusalem in their souls. It was common to say: “Next year in Jerusalem”. They were aware of the exceptional significance of the city, although many of them had never entered Jerusalem! It is the spiritual connection that did not break off even in exile and diaspora; it is the spiritual dimension that gives uniqueness to Jerusalem. The LORD Himself had spoken to the Israelites about Jerusalem as “the stronghold in which you take pride, the delight of your eyes, the object of your affection” (Ezek 24: 21). So these are also terms for Jerusalem. 
This longing – also during captivity – has been expressed in a moving way in Ps 137: “By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion. There on the poplars we hung our harps, for there our captors asked us for songs, our tormentors demanded songs of Zion! How can we sing the songs of the LORD while in a foreign land? If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its skill. May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you, if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy.” 
Of course this special love of Jerusalem and the awareness of her significance is reflected in Jewish prayers explicitly. Here are some  examples: 
“Praise be to the LORD from Zion, to Him who dwells in Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah!” (Ps 135: 21) 
From the Jewish prayer book (Siddur): 
In the morning blessings: “O LORD; I love the House where You dwell and the place where Your glory resides”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  The Complete Artscroll Siddur, P. 13 (Adonai ahavti meod beitecha u mekom mishkan kewodecha) 2 p. 427 ] 

“May our eyes behold Your return to Zion in compassion. Blessed are You, LORD, Who restores His presence to Zion”.2 
On removal of the Torah from the ark: “Father of compassion, do good with Zion, according to Your will; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. …For from Zion the Torah will come forth and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem”. [footnoteRef:2]  [2:  P. 433 ] 

“May You be exalted and sanctified within Jerusalem, Your city, from generation to generation and for all eternity”.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  P. 423 ] 

The well known song “Jerushalayim shel sahav” is about the city “of gold and of bronze  and of light”. And in the National Anthem it says something like: ‘As long as there is a Jewish feeling deep in our hearts, as long as we look southeast to the pinnacles of Zion, hope on earth which was connecting us 2000 years long will be alive that we will be again a free nation in Zion, the land of Jerusalem. 
7 
“The glorious holy mountain” (Dan 11: 45) “Zion, the perfection of beauty” (Ps 50: 2) 
It is true, you can see a lot of beautiful areas, buildings, parks in Jerusalem. But aren’t other cities in the world much more magnificent and more impressive? How can we explain that the Bible is right in stating: “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God will shine forth?” Indeed, the beauty in the true sense of the word comes from the LORD. HE confirmed this in Ezek 16: 14: “Your fame went out among the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect through My splendour which I had bestowed on you, says the LORD”. 
The reason why the nations have been rebelling and are still rebelling against Jerusalem is just this unique relation of the living God to Jerusalem. And that is why one of the names of the city is: 

8 
“The afflicted one, tossed with tempest, and not comforted” (Isaiah 54: 11). 
As mentioned before, Solomon built the first temple in 960 B.C. In less than 400 years, in the year 587 B.C. it got destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar (in the time of the Babylonian exile). Since then, in the 2.500 years or so until today, Jerusalem has been conquered more than 20 times. Who fought against Jerusalem? The Assyrians, the Egyptians, the Babylonians, the Greeks, the Romans, the Byzantines, the Persians, the Arabs, the Crusaders, the Tatares, the Mamelukes, the Turks, the British, the Jordanians. 
Let us have a short look at the turbulent history of Jerusalem, also in order to better place where some of the well known buildings date from. 
During the time of the Persians, the second Temple was built (515 B.C.), and the city wall was reconstructed by Nehemiah in 445 B.C.  
In the time of the Greeks - we may think of Alexander the Great, the Seleukides, the Ptolemeans - the cruel Antiochus Epiphanes looted the Temple in 169 B.C. 
It was by the brave Makkabeans (Hasmoneans) that the desecrated Temple could be inaugurated again in 164 B.C. This was a great victory of Judaism over Hellenistic idolatry. The yearly Chanukka (inauguration) feast reminds of the miracle that the only jug of kosher oil – necessary for lighting the Menorah – lasted not only for one day as usual but for eight days. By the way, Chanukka is not mentioned in the Tanach but in the New Testament where we learn that Jesus attended the feast in Jerusalem (John 10: 22+23). 
During the time of the Romans King Herod the Great enlarged the Temple considerably from the year 19 B.C. on and built the David´s Citadel. In 70 C.A. Jerusalem got besieged and the Temple was destroyed by Titus. The Menorah was displaced to Rome. 
In 135 C.A. Jerusalem was totally destroyed by Emperor Hadrian who intended to wipe out even the name of the city by calling her Aelia Capitolina. 
The time of the Byzantines followed roughly between 300 and 600 C.A. In this period Empress Helena (the mother of Constantine) gave the order to build the Church of Sepulchre (335).  
The Muslims reigned in Jerusalem during 638 and 1099. In 692 (and not in more ancient times as the Arabs pretend!) the Al Aksa Mosque was erected. 
From 1099 and nearly for one century the Crusaders – blind with Christian religious zeal as they were – wanted to conquer the Promised Land and Jerusalem for Christianity. 
After the Mamelukes were in Jerusalem for about 300 years, from 1517 the Turks (Osmans) controlled the city for 400 years. Sultan Suleiman I rebuilt the city wall in 1540.  (One can see the 7 lower rows of stone from the time of Herod, and above the stones from the Middle Ages). 
In 1917 the British General Allenby defeated the Turks and conquered Jerusalem. This was the beginning of the British Mandate which lasted until 1948. 
In 1947 the United Nations passed the resolution to divide Palestine and to declare 
Jerusalem as “corpus separatum”, meaning internationalisation of the city. The
State of Israel was founded in 1948. Because the Arabs did not accept the UN
Resolution, they waged war. For the young State of Israel it was the so called 
Independence War whose armistice never led to secure borders. 
 
From 1947 until 1967 Jerusalem was a divided city, because Jordan occupied
East Jerusalem, destroying 58 synagogues. 
And finally in 1967 – as a result of Israel´s victory in the Six-Day-War by   grace of God -  Jerusalem could be re-united. 
 
9 
“An outcast” (Jer 30: 17) 
“You are called an outcast, Zion for whom no one cares”. Again and again there are terror attacks in the city. 
Of course the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, knows about all rejection and hate. Indeed, HE even emphasizes: “This is Jerusalem; I have set her in the midst of the nations and the countries all around her” (Ezek 5: 5). 
This is like a thorn, a sting for the Muslim countries round about. They feel the existence of a “Zionistic entity” a disgrace for Islam. That is why they recall the day of the foundation of Israel´s State as “day of catastrophe” (Nakhba). 
Why is Jerusalem the focus of political conflict? It is because the heart of the matter is a spiritual battle. As we know, the most important events in God´s plan have to do with Jerusalem. 
We may think of God´s promise for the end time: “For the LORD of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem” (Isaiah 24: 23). 
“At that time Jerusalem shall be called The Throne of the LORD, and all the nations shall be gathered to it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem” (Jer 3: 17). 
“And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance…” (Joel 2: 32). 
And Christians think of the fact that Jesus was crucified outside Jerusalem and that according to the New Testament his resurrection and his returning have to do with Jerusalem. 
Because the Palestinian Authority claims Jerusalem as capital of the state they are hoping for, it is good to remember: 
“Behold, HE who keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep” (Ps 121: 4). The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob sends again and again His angels. 
It is interesting that in the Koran Jerusalem is nowhere mentioned, but 654x in the Tanach and 157x in the New Testament. 
But in order to back up their claim, the “Palestinians” use brazen lies  - and actually do not know how best to lie…: 
For instance an Imam said: “Everyone knows that the AlAksa Mosque has been built when Abraham was not even born”. And the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem maintained that the AlAksa were built by an angel at the time of Moses. 
Professor Salem from the Arab University of Ramallah wrote: “There is no single archaeological proof that the two temples have been existing. It is obvious that the first one was a fiction, and the second one belongs to the realm of fantasy, too.” 
The claim of Abbas, the Fatah leader,[footnoteRef:4] is really far reaching. He said Jerusalem had to be totally free from Jewish “settlers”, and he stated: “Jerusalem is the key to peace – when it will be our capital. If not, she will be the key to battle.”[footnoteRef:5]  [4:  Dec 2010 ]  [5:  Febr 2018 ] 

What is the political position of the Western world then? 
That Jerusalem is re-united after the miracle of 1967 is not acknowledged by most of the nations. Mainly it is all about East Jerusalem. But what is East Jerusalem according to Western politicians? It is not just the Old City and the area towards the Mount of Olives. All neighbourhoods and communities built by Israel after the Six-Day-War are considered as East Jerusalem, no matter whether they are located in the East or South or North. These regions are regarded as “Occupied territories”. 
The Commission of the EU even demanded of Israel with regard to future negotiations they should confirm that East Jerusalem did not belong to the State of Israel! 
Donald Trump was the first sitting American President to “dare” visit the Western Wall (so called occupied area) in May 2017. 
In December 2017 he officially accepted the historical fact that Jerusalem is the capital of Israel. He took this decision exactly on the 19th of Kislev, the very day when Ben Gurion in 1949 had proclaimed Jerusalem to be Israel´s Capital. Following Trump´s decision Putin hurried to acklowledge (for the first time) just the Western part of Jerusalem as Capital… 
Nearly all nations avoided to locate their embassies in Jerusalem. Nowhere in the world are the embassies outside the capital. It was again Donald Trump to  move the American embassy to Jerusalem in May 2018. Since then 5 other nations located their embassies in Jerusalem so far: Guatemala, Honduras, Kosovo, Papua New Guinea and Paraguay.  
Now, what is Israel´s position? 
1980 the government had defined by law that the united city is Israel´s Capital. In spite of this, under international pressure, they agreed that the future of Jerusalem should be subject to final negotiations. 
(When the former Prime Minister Ehud Barak during a festive banquet in New York said to be prepared to divide Jerusalem, he swallowed a fish bone the wrong way and had to be saved from choking.  The following day the headline of an Israeli newspaper was: “Ehud, did you hear the voice of the LORD?”) 
There are two main suggestions about the political future of Jerusalem. As far as I understand not one is compatible with God´s plan according to the Scripture. 
 
a)	Should Jerusalem be internationalized? 
 
This was the idea of the UN already back in 1947. But it was rejected by the Arabs. 
Even Shimon Peres suggested in 1994 to give sovereignty over the Old City to the Vatican and to put an Israeli and Arab mayor under the authority of the Pope….  
In 2007 the idea of a UN protection power arose. We can be sure: The God of Hosts (Adonai Zebaoth) Himself will protect Jerusalem. HE is in command of legions of Heavenly servants. 
In 2010 Prime Minister Ehud Olmert uttered, Israel should give up her sovereignty of the Temple Mount, the Mount of Olives and David City. The control should be given to a syndicate or commission consisting of Saudi Arabia, Jordan, the United States, the PLO and Israel. 
Even Pope Francis spoke of Internationalization and opposed Trump´s decision to acknowledge Jerusalem as Capital of Israel.   
b)	Has Jerusalem to be divided? 
 
Because the LORD declared about Jerusalem “This is My dwelling place for ever” (Ps 132: 14), it is hardly conceivable that HE may be content with just one part of the city… 
Abbas said: “East Jerusalem is our eternal Capital”[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  April 2017 ] 

A bishop of the Armenian Catholic Church in Israel said with regard to a possible partition of Jerusalem: “To give is more blessed than to take”. 
There is really a steady tug-of-war about Jerusalem´s future, and also a big helplessness. It is quite clear: Peace will be only through the Messiah! It is good to know about important messages from the Bible: 
The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob said: “Jerusalem will be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem” (Zech 12: 6) 
“I am zealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with great zeal. I am exceedingly angry with the nations at ease” (Zech 1: 15). 
These verses are like balm for our soul, comforting us when we ask ourselves: How will everything turn out? The LORD will reach His goal! 

10 
“The gate of My people” (Micah 1: 9) 

It is promised: “They will come, who are about to perish in the land of Assyria, and they who are outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem” (Isaiah 27: 13). 
Indeed, the LORD declares: “Behold, I will gather them out of all countries where I have driven them in My anger,…I will bring them back to this place…” (Jer 32: 37). They will go up to Jerusalem: “The LORD builds up Jerusalem; HE gathers together the outcasts of Israel.” (Ps  147: 2) 
After the founding of the young State of Israel there were 100,000 Jews in Jerusalem, today about 600.000 residents are Jews. 
The term “Gate of My people” reminds me also that –according to Divine command - the Israelites had to go up to Jerusalem three times a year: on the pilgrimage feasts of Pessach, Shawuot and Succot (Lev. 23) in order to offer sacrifices.  
Also in our days we can see happen these joyful gatherings.  	

11 
“The gateway of the peoples” (Ezek 26: 2) 

This word reminds me that each year on Succot thousands of Christians from more than 50 nations come to Jerusalem in order to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles together with the Jewish people. In the big Congress Centre there are meetings with lectures, worship and intercession, and a big Jerusalem march through the city is organized. 
This is a moving event. Zech 14: 16 “And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles”. 
But it will not always be that nations march to Jerusalem in good intentions: “Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the surrounding peoples…And it shall happen in that day that I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all nations; all who try to move it will injure themselves” (Zech 12: 2 + 3). 
And Jerusalem´s term as the “gateway of the peoples” points out a further important truth: In the end of time Jerusalem will be the spiritual centre of the whole world. 
“Many people shall come and say: ‘Come and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God  of Jacob; HE will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.‘ For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2: 3). 


12 
“Messenger of good tidings to Jerusalem”, “Who bring good tidings to Zion” (Isaiah 40: 9) 

“Lift up your voice with strength, lift it up, be not afraid; say to the cities of Judah ‘Behold, your God!‘ Behold, the LORD God shall come with a strong hand, and His arm shall rule for Him…” (Isaiah 40: 9 + 10). 
This verse points to the coming Messiah. HE will come to Jerusalem. 
“For the LORD has chosen Zion; HE has desired it for His dwelling place…. Upon Himself His crown shall flourish” (Ps 132: 13 + 18). 
That is why, in the end of time, Jerusalem will be called by the following names: 
“The city of righteousness” (Isaiah 1: 26)  “Home of justice”, “Righteous dwelling” (Jer 31: 23) “The City of Truth” (Zech 8: 3) “The Throne of the LORD” (Jer 3: 17) “The joy of the whole earth”(Lam 2: 15) 
The Holy One of Israel says: “Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth” (Isaiah 65: 17). And the New Testament, in the book of Revelation, a New Jerusalem is mentioned and called “a bride adorned for her husband” (Rev 21:
2). 
The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob will definitely reach His goal. Yet He turns to us uttering an enormous command: “You who make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent, and give Him no rest till HE establishes and till HE makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth” (Isaiah 62: 6 + 7). We are allowed, even ordered, to urge the Almighty God in thatìs respect! 
Ps 122: 6 – 9: “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ‘May they prosper who love you. Peace be within your walls, prosperity within your palaces.‘ For the sake of my brethren and companions, I will now say: ´Peace be within you‘. Because of the house of the LORD our God I will seek your good.” 
 
 
