Israel in the End Times
For the Jewish people we read wonderful promises about the end times, but there is also a promise of a time of tribulation (which affects the whole world, but especially Israel, and) through which Israel must pass . So we must look at both aspects.
The prophetic books of Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, but of course also Jesus himself, give us important clues.
And the Book of Revelation is essentially about the future of Israel. 
A key goal of the Tribulation Period is to prepare the Jewish people for the Kingdom that will be introduced at the Messiah's return as the fulfillment of Israel's covenants. 
How will this preparation be done? Jesus' Olivet Discourse in Mt 24-25 provides important information about the time of tribulation when he speaks of the “abomination of desolation, which was spoken of by Daniel the prophet” ( Mt 24:15).
We must be clear that Yeshua is speaking to His Jewish disciples. In Mt 23, He had announced judgment on the Pharisees and the blindness of the people. And "Behold, your house is left to you desolate; for I say to you, you will not see Me from now on until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!'" ( Mt 23:38f). Then the Jewish disciples ask Him: "What will be the sign of Your coming and of the end of the age?" ( Mt 24:3). Jesus prepares the disciples for a long delay in the Kingdom's plan of salvation for Israel: "You will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you do not be alarmed, for it must happen, but the end is not yet." ( Mt 24:6). And Jesus prepares His Jewish addressees for the time of tribulation ( Mt 24:15 ff), also for the fact that there will be false Christs. And Revelation (13:12) must tell us that Israel - insofar as it is unbelieving - will be seduced by the false prophet so that they will worship the beast.
When Jeshua speaks in Mt 24:4-8 of deception, false Christs, wars, rumors of wars, famines and earthquakes, this shows exactly the events seen in Revelation 6 of the first half of the tribulation period , which Jeshua calls "the beginning of the birth pains": When the first seal was opened, someone appeared on a white horse who was not the Christ. And Jesus' first prediction in Mt. 24 says: "Many will come in My name, saying: I am the Christ." The second announcement by Jesus concerns wars and rumors of wars, and this corresponds to the man on the red horse who was to take peace from the earth when the 2nd seal was opened. The third prediction by Jesus, that there would be famines, is fulfilled in the 3rd seal judgment (the man on the black horse with the scales in his hand). The man on the pale horse, in the 4th seal judgment, is called “Death,” and Jesus announces the fourth deadly earthquake.
Mt 24:9-26 probably concern the second half of the tribulation period : hatred of the nations, delivery to death, abomination of desolation and flight into the wilderness.
The fact that the Jewish people are saved even from the greatest distress is an unmistakable sign of the omnipotence, love and faithfulness of the Holy One of Israel. The Jews may be the apple of the world's discord, but they are also the "apple of God's eye."
According to Ezek . 38/39 there will be an invasion from the north (led by Gog of Magog ), in which the attackers will be destroyed by God's mighty intervention, namely through earthquakes, other natural disasters and epidemics, as well as through the self-destruction of the enemies among themselves. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is making good on His promise: "Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of My two hands; your walls are continually before Me." (Isa. 49:16)
And the last great campaign on earth aims at the total destruction of the Jewish people, but it ends in a triumphant victory of the Holy One of Israel, Yeshua Ha Mashiach . In this "war of the great day of God", as it is called in Revelation 16, in this battle which starts from Armageddon, not only certain nations from the north are gathering, but all peoples. Their common goal is Jerusalem. "And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will make Jerusalem a stumbling block for all peoples; all who lift it up shall be cut off." (Zechariah 12:3)
The invasion of Gog ( Ezek 38/39 ) is often equated with the campaign that will take place from Armageddon (Rev 16). But the two differ in four ways: those involved in the war (only certain allies or all nations ), the goal (booty or destruction of God's people), the type of destruction (forces of nature or huge battles), and the place of destruction ( Gog's destruction takes place on the mountains of Israel, i.e. in the center of the country, and in Jerusalem; in the case of Armageddon it extends from Jerusalem to Edom ).
The miraculous rescue of the Jewish people reminds me of Psalm 2: 6: "He who sits in heaven laughs, the LORD mocks them. Then He speaks to them in His anger, He terrifies them in His fierce wrath : 'I have set My King on Zion, My holy mountain!'" And we can trust in the wonderful promise (Zechariah 9:16): "So the LORD their God will save them on that day, like the flock of His people. For they are like jewels of a crown, lifted like a banner over  His land." (or: glittering over His land). Can the love of God for His people be expressed more beautifully?
We have heard that they will "shine over His land". They will therefore be back in the land after having fled into the desert ( Mt 24:31). Do we remember Ezekiel's vision of the dried and initially scattered bones? ( Ezek 37) The Jews will come together again from the dispersion and will be brought back to the Promised Land of Israel. In order for God's other promises to be fulfilled, the Jews must first come into the land. "...and the bones came together, bone to bone" (v. 7 ). " ...and I will place you in your own land" (v. 14).
"Your land" - the Promised Land, the extent of which is outlined several times in the Bible. What it will be like in the end times is not entirely clear, but in any case the country's borders will be expanded in the Near East according to God's plan. And there are clear promises about the areas that are still politically disputed: Gaza Strip, Golan, Judea&Samaria (J&S) and of course Jerusalem . Let's hear what God announces for the end times:
“Gaza will be forsaken and Ashkelon will become a desolation… Woe to the inhabitants of the sea coast, the nation of the Cretans” (We know that the Philistines came from Crete). “The word of the LORD concerning you is: ‘Canaan, land of the Philistines, I will destroy you so that you will not be left with any inhabitants. And the sea coast will become pasture lands, shall become cisterns for shepherds and sheepfolds, and it shall be a land for the remnant of the house of Judah . They shall pasture therein... for the LORD their God will visit them and restore their captivity." (Zeph 2:4-7).
About the Golan, which is often called Bashan in the Bible , we read: “I will bring Israel back to his pastures; he shall graze on Carmel and Bashan , and his soul shall be satisfied on the hill country of Ephraim and in Gilead” ( Jer 50:19).
The promise about the "mountains of Ephraim" also applies to J&S (which today is called the West Bank  for tactical political reasons). If you look at a topographical map of Israel, you will see that this area is extremely mountainous. Two other promises regarding J&S:
"But you, O mountains of Israel, you shall put forth your branches and bear your fruit for My people. ... And I will multiply men in you" ( Ezek 36:8+10). "And behold, I will make them (the sons of Israel) one nation in the land, upon the mountains of Israel" ( Ezek 37:22).
And of course we should hear the succinct divine statement: “And Jerusalem shall still remain in her place in Jerusalem” ( Zechariah 12:6).
The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob will - as has been proclaimed many times - bring His beloved people together in the Promised Land. He has already begun it in an unmistakable way: Since the founding of the state in 1948, over 3,250,000 Jews have made Aliya . But in the end times it will go far beyond that: "And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD will lift up His hand once more to redeem the remnant of His people who are left from Assyria and Egypt, from Pathros and Cush, from Elam , Shinar and Hamath and from the islands of the sea . And He will raise up a standard for the nations, and gather the outcasts of Israel, and gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth” ( Isaiah 11:11f.).
Let us return to Ezekiel’s vision:
The LORD says: "Behold, I will open your graves, and I will bring you up out of your graves as My people, and I will bring you into the land of Israel" ( Ezek. 37:12). The image of the graves symbolizes the largely godless nations in their morbid decadence, among which the Jewish people will be scattered. Being buried, therefore, does not mean the physical death of the Israelites. How else could one explain the whole house of Israel saying: "Our bones are dried up, and our hope perishes; we perish" (v. 11)?
First of all, this vision is about physical restoration and preservation.
We find confirmation of God's wonderful intervention in the mighty promise : " You will seek them and will not find them, the men who contend with you. Those who make war with you will be as nothing and as a thing of nought.” (Isaiah 41:12) Even if we can hardly imagine this today in view of all the hostile attacks and threats - the Holy One of Israel will achieve His goal! “The sons of your oppressors will bow down before you, and all who have insulted you will bow down at the soles of your feet.” ( Isaiah 60:14). For the end times we read in Zeph 3:14 f: “Sing for joy, O daughter of Zion; shout for joy, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away your judgments; he has swept away your enemy.”
But Ezekiel's vision makes it clear : There are obviously two phases of Israel's restoration according to God's plan: after the first, the physical immigration, a spiritual restoration .
Ezek 37:7-11.
We can also recognize these two phases in Ezek 36:24+25: “And I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you in your country” and then it continues : “And I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean…”
Do verses like "Behold, I will put breath in you, and you shall live" (v. 5) or "I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live" ( Ezek 37:14) refer to the resurrection of the Jews? Ezekiel's vision focuses on the restoration of Israel; one cannot conclude from this passage that there will be a spiritual resurrection from the dead.
We know the word "breath" from the story of creation: "Then the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul" (Genesis 2:7). Man was thus given the opportunity to freely choose a personal relationship with the Creator God, which can then lead to resurrection and eternal life. But this breath did not mean resurrection. We can understand the verse in Ezekiel in a similar way.
This brings us to the question: Is a resurrection promised for the Jewish people at all? Are there any references to this in the Old Testament? Quite clearly: yes. I would like to mention two passages on this:
Psalm 49:16 (from the sons of Korah ): "But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol, for He will take me up." [footnoteRef:1]To Daniel the LORD says: "And there will be a time of trouble, such as has not been since there was a nation until that time. And in that time your people will be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the land will awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame, to everlasting contempt." (Dan 12:1+2) [1: Clues are also given in Job 14:1-13 and 19:25 f., Hosea 5:15 – 6:2 and 13:14, Isaiah 25:8 and 26:19. And we think of Elijah, who “ascended into heaven in a whirlwind” (2 Kings 2:11).
] 

And this is how people pray in the synagogues today: "You are trustworthy that you will give life to the dead. Blessed are you, O Eternal One, who gives life to the dead." 

Let us return to Ezekiel’s vision. So after the physical restoration, God also grants spiritual renewal in a second phase, through turning to JESHUA, the Redeemer.
When will the Jewish people recognize their Messiah, Yeshua? The Scriptures give us an important clue: when all those from the Gentile nations who are to be redeemed according to God's plan have found faith. The Epistle to the Romans says : "God has decreed that a large part of the Jewish people should harden themselves against the invitation to faith. But this only applies until all those whom He has chosen from the other nations have found the way to salvation" ( Rom 11:25). For our sake, the majority of Jews have not yet given their lives into the hands of Yeshua . We must pay attention to this spiritual connection in God's great plan of salvation.
Isaiah 45:17+24: "Israel will find salvation in the LORD, everlasting salvation... Every knee will bow to me, every tongue will swear to me, saying, 'In the LORD is righteousness and strength. To him will come men, and all those who are angry with him will be put to shame. In the LORD will all the descendants of Israel be justified and boast.'"
This is initiated by the fact that all of Israel longs for Yeshua as the Messiah and thus prepares for the return of the LORD:  " I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and supplications, and they will look on Me whom they have pierced, and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son.” (Zechariah 12:10). “In that day they will say, ‘Behold, this our God, we have waited for Him, and HE will save us!” (Isaiah 25:9).
There will be a shattering, national(!) movement of repentance in Israel. “And they shall fear the LORD, and shall fear His mercy in the last days” (Hos. 3:5), as predicted in Ezek . 36:26: “And I will give you a new heart, and put a new spirit within you…”
Perhaps we have already become accustomed to these verses about the new spirit (also because we have so quickly applied them to ourselves…). But let us still hear this : " In those days and at that time, says the Lord, the iniquity of Israel will be sought, and it will not be there; and the sins of Judah, and they will not be found; for I will forgive those whom I leave." (Jeremiah 50:20) Isn't that awesome?
At this time, Israel will receive a supernatural revelation about the identity of the Messiah for the first time as a nation. It is explicitly emphasized that all the tribes are involved: "And the land will mourn every clan by itself..." ( Zechariah 12:12).
And yet we must also remember that the LORD always speaks of a remnant (i.e. also of a remnant from all tribes). "And it shall come to pass that he that is left in Zion and he that is left in Jerusalem shall be called holy, he that is recorded in Jerusalem for life" ( Isaiah 4:3).
We can hear the promise: “In that day it will come to pass that the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no longer lean on the one who strikes them” (that is, the Antichrist), “but they will lean on the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, in faithfulness. A remnant will return, a remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God.” ( Isaiah 10:20 f.) This return will only be possible through faith in JESHUA, when God pours out “the spirit of grace and supplication” and they look upon the one “whom they have pierced” ( Zechariah 12:10). 
And indeed, the expression "mighty God" (EL Gibor ) is exactly the name used for the promised Messiah in Isaiah 9:6: "Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace."
For this remnant it is said: “And your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever; they shall be the offspring of the LORD’s planting, the work of His hands, to be glorified.” ( Isaiah 60:21)
Romans 11:26 applies to this remnant : " So all Israel will be saved, as it is written: 'Out of Zion the Deliverer will come, and he will turn away ungodliness from Jacob. And this is My covenant with them, when I will take away their sins'" ( Romans 11:26+27). The words "all Israel" refer to all those who will be alive at that time. It will be a remnant, but for them there will be this great movement of repentance and forgiveness.
That there will be a remnant is actually a major line of prophetic revelation.  However, we must distinguish the physical remnant from a “believing remnant” (as a part of that physical remnant).
With a heavy heart we read: "And it shall come to pass in all the land, says the LORD, that two parts thereof shall be cut off, and shall perish, and a third part thereof shall remain . And I will bring the third part into the fire; I will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried" ( Zechariah 13:8+9).
Ezekiel 44:21+22  is not about a believing remnant : "For thus says the Lord GOD: I will send my four evil judgments... against Jerusalem to cut off from her man and beast; yet behold, there shall be survivors left in her, who shall be brought out, both sons and daughters." A remnant of Israel will survive the persecution of the Jews during the tribulation . That is why they are also called "the survivors of Israel": "For out of Jerusalem shall go out a remnant, and out of Mount Zion shall go out a survivor" ( Isa 37:32).
But Revelation 7:1-8 and other Bible passages clearly indicate that there will also be a believing remnant of Israel. "In order for the LORD to fulfill the Abrahamic and Davidic promises, as well as those given in the covenant of the promise of the land and the New Covenant, it is necessary that there be a believing remnant over whom HE can rule and in whom the covenants can be fulfilled." [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Pentecost, J.D. : “Things to come”; German version “Bibel und Zukunft”, p. 235 ] 

And we can hear something else in amazement:
After the rapture of the church, Jews will essentially take on an evangelistic ministry.
Jesus had said in the Olivet Discourse: "But he who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come" ( Matthew 24:13+14). Revelation 12:11 speaks of believers who resisted the accuser : "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony..." This remnant has the position of a band of witnesses.
Isaiah already announced God's intention: "I will set a sign among them (the Jews), and will send some of them who have escaped to the nations... to the isles afar off, who have not heard My fame or seen My glory. And they will proclaim My glory among the nations" ( Isaiah 66:19).
We also recognize this aspect of God’s plan of salvation in the book of Revelation:
"Two witnesses" are mentioned here, two prophets who will appear with authority to prophesy and warn during the time of tribulation (Rev 11:3). As different as the teachings are about who these two witnesses are, one thing is certain: they will be Jews who will testify about the LORD.
Chapter 7 speaks of "144,000 sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel ". They are called "first fruits for God" (Rev 14:4). This means that further fruits are to be expected. And indeed John continues in Revelation 14: "After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude, which no one could number, from every nation... stood before the throne..." and they worshiped God (Rev 7:9 ff).
Once again on the keyword “remnant”: During the great tribulation period we must distinguish different groups of Jews, according to Arnold Fruchtenbaum[footnoteRef:3]: [3:  Fruchtenbaum, Arnold: Handbook of biblical prophecy; German version p.249-250] 

a) the Jews who have fallen away from the faith, these are the "many" according to Dan 9:27, who enter into the seven-year contract with the Antichrist. They - about 2/3 of the entire people - will die in the time of tribulation .
b) One third will survive the tribulation period . This includes the 144,000 who will be saved and sealed through faith in Yeshua after the rapture of the church and who will bring about revival through preaching during the first half of the tribulation period .
c) The third group are those who come to faith through the ministry of the 144,000. They are therefore part of the "multitude from every nation" (and this includes Israel) that we read about in Revelation 7:9. Some will die as martyrs, i.e. they will be among the 2/3 who perish.
d ) The fourth group is the believing remnant, an important group in the second half of the tribulation . That there will be a remnant is testified to - as already quoted - by Isaiah 10:20f: "A remnant will return, a remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God."

Finally, we must mention one tremendous change in the end times : it concerns the city about which the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob said: "This is my resting place forever; here I will dwell, for I have chosen it (Zion)" (Ps 132:13). It is the city about which we read in Zechariah 2:14: "Sing and be glad, O daughter of Zion! For behold, I am coming and will dwell in your midst."
In the end times, Jerusalem will be the undisputed spiritual center of the whole earth: “For My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations” (Isaiah 56:7). The Lord says of Jerusalem: “The nations shall see your righteousness, and all kings your glory” ( Isaiah 62:2). “The nations shall go to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising” ( Isaiah 60:3). For “the glory of the Lord has risen upon you” ( Isaiah 60:1). “In those days ten men from nations with different tongues shall take hold of the skirt of a Jew, saying, ‘We will go with you, for we have heard that God is with you’” (Zechariah 8:23). “Many peoples shall stream to it, and many nations shall go and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that He may teach us of His ways. And let us walk in His paths.  For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem” (Micah 4:1+2).
Do we also want to "walk in His ways"? Then let us "go up to the mountain of the LORD" in a spiritual sense, that is, have Jerusalem in our hearts and confess and honor our LORD as the "God of Jacob"!
