Ezekiel 44:15–31
The Parascha for this week (Lev. 21:1–24:23) and the Haftarah focus on life and service of the priests.
1) 	The teachers
“But the priests, who are Levites and descendants of Zadok and who faithfully carried out the duties of My sanctuary when the Israelites went astray from Me, are to come near to minister before Me” (v. 15).
“They are to teach My people …” (v. 23).
All of us need people who are willing to share their knowledge and experiences with us, first of all our parents but also friends, school teachers or superiors. And all of us should serve as good examples to others as far as we are concerned. But in the Bible we see that God appoints specific persons to serve as teachers in a special way.
Yet it is not only about formal lessons or sermons that we are concerned. Consider Bezalel for instance who had knowledge in all sorts of crafts and was given “…the ability to teach others…” by God (Ex. 35:34). And a certain Chenaniah “…gave instruction in singing, because he was skilful” (1 Chr. 15:22, New American Standard Bible). 
But of course instruction in the Holy Scriptures is most important. Paul makes this clear by the following words: “Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved. How, then, can they call on the One they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the One of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?” (Rom. 10:13-14).
Because they are called to share the Gospel - the truth - the preachers bear a special responsibility. “Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. We all stumble in many ways…” (James 3:1-2). It is a pity that Peter has to warn us that “…there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Sovereign LORD who bought them…” (2 Pt. 2:1). That those seductions are possible at all may have to do with a human weakness, namely that we would like to hear most of all what we find attractive and good for us. “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths” (2 Tim. 4:3-4). We are called to “…obey your leaders and to submit to their authority…” (Hebr. 13:17), but one thing has to precede this: “…Do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God…” (1 John 4:1).
The Scripture describes us another danger: “…If you rely on the law and brag about your relationship to God, if you know His will and approve of what is superior because you are instructed by the law; if you are convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a light for those who are in the dark, an instructor for the foolish, a teacher of infants, because you have in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth – you, then, who teach others, do you not teach yourself?...” (Rom. 2:17–21). A major responsibility of spiritual leaders is not only to teach in accordance with God´s will but also not to stumble in their own behaviour. Therefore Timothy gets the warning: “Watch your life and doctrine closely!...” (1 Tim. 4:16). Several well-known preachers have had to quit their job because their personal conduct was not compatible any more with their preaching. “…Consider the outcome of their way of life…” (Hebr. 13:7). It is interesting that Noah is called “…a preacher of righteousness…” (2 Pt. 2:5) even though he is not usually thought of as a preacher. But it says about him “Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God” (Gen. 6:9).
God wants to be the  master of all of us. “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go…” (Ps. 32:8). As he is our Creator He knows best what is good for us and how we can achieve the goal of our calling. “…Who is a teacher like Him?” (Job 36:22).
2) 	Distinguishing between the Unholy and the Holy
“They are to teach My people the difference between the holy and the common and show them how to distinguish between the unclean and the clean” (v. 23).
Our LORD is the Holy One, “…the Holy One of Israel…” (Isa.12:6). All glory is due to Him, and so the angels sing “…Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty, the whole earth is full of His glory” (Isa. 6:3). He has chosen and set apart a people – the people Israel – for the sake of His name. “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be His people, His treasured possession” (Deut. 7:6). Being chosen involves responsibility. “I am the LORD your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy…” (Lev. 11:44).

When we by His mercy experience the LORD and accept Him as our Redeemer, then these words apply to us. “Just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do…” (1. Pt. 1: 15). What does it mean when we pray “hallowed be Your name”? Are we aware of how this impacts our way of life in a very concrete manner?  
To distinguish between unholy and holy is crucially important because “…God is light; in Him there is no darkness” (1 John 1:5). The LORD says already to Aaron: “You must distinguish between the holy and the common, between the unclean and the clean, and you must teach the Israelites all the decrees the LORD has given them through Moses” (Lev. 10:10-11). So it is central to the calling of spiritual leaders to point emphatically to the necessity of distinguishing between the unholy and the holy. 
But it also says: “They are …to show them how to distinguish between the unclean and the clean” (v. 23). “To show” is something you cannot impart to others just by preaching or theory – the personal example “as children of light” is needed (Eph. 5: 8), based on solid food and training as it says in the epistle to the Hebrews: “Solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil” (Hebr. 5:14). This solid food, the pure word of God, “…is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (Hebr. 4:12). So this is the crucial key to distinguishing between unclean and clean, holy and unholy. 



