1 Kings 7:51 – 8:21

The weekly section (Ex. 38:21 – 40:38) reports on completion and consecration of the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, by Moses. Again and again it is stressed that the work was completed “…just as the LORD commanded Moses” (e.g. Ex. 39:32). Then it says: “Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting , and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle” (Ex. 40:34). The Haftarah is about a similar subject: the consecration of the temple built by Solomon.

1)	 Consecration of the temple

“Then King Solomon summoned into his presence at Jerusalem the elders of Israel, all the heads of the tribes and the chiefs of the Israelite families, to bring up the ark of the LORD´s covenant from Zion, the City of David” (8:1).
“…sacrificing so many sheep and cattle that they could not be recorded or counted” (8:5).
“There was nothing in the ark except the two stone tablets…” (8:9).
“But the LORD said to my father David. ´Because it was in your heart to built a temple for My Name, you did well to have this in your heart” (8:18).

What do we learn from this report?
What is on our minds? “To build a house for the LORD” – what might this mean to us?  Obviously our motivation and our priorities are concerned. “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things”, Paul warns us in Col. 3:2. Our LORD admonishes us: “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness…” (Mt. 6:33). Jeshua teaches us to have the right focus in our lives by praying: “…Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Mt. 6:9-10). This means that we should allow ourselves to be “…built into a spiritual house…” (1 Pt. 2:5) and to be used to testify “…as those entrusted with the secret things of God” (1 Cor. 4:1). “…but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God” (Luk. 9:60). 

For this appointment we need the foundation of God´s word. The psalmist prays: “If Your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in my affliction” (Ps. 119:92). This reminds us of the report concerning the consecration of the temple that “there was nothing in the ark except the two stone tablets” with God´s commandments. We are admonished: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…” (Col. 3:16). We can rejoice that the word became flesh in Jesus Christ (John 1:14). We want to look upon Him, the author and perfecter of our faith (Hebr. 12:2), and strive so that it can be said about us – even when we are in distress – “When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus” (Mt. 17:8).

The Israelites in those days agreed that they wanted to seek and celebrate God´s presence. “All the men of Israel came together…” (8:2). This is not at all self-evident, considering how difficult it is to live in spiritual unity even within a family. How often is unity in a congregation threatened! But how precious is what happened at Pentecost! “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place….All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit…” (Acts 2:1+4). It is said about the first assembly: “All the believers were one in heart and mind…” (Acts 4:32).  Knowing only too well how Satan tries to sow discord again and again, Paul warns us: “…be of one mind..” (2 Cor. 13:11). A spiritual process of growth is necessary “until we all reach unity in faith…” (Eph. 4:13). 

During the consecration of the temple the Israelites thankfully brought offerings beyond all measure. What do we give the LORD? “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). The most important gift to our Redeemer and Saviour is our heart.  When a Pharisee asks the LORD Jesus which the greatest commandment in the Law is, He answers: “Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (Mt. 22:37). The consecration of the temple can remind us to dedicate ourselves to the LORD again. “Don´t you know that you yourselves are God´s temple and that God´s Spirit lives in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16).

2) 	The cloud

“When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the LORD. And the priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled His temple” (8:10-11). 

Again and again the presence of the LORD and His glory is connected with a cloud. In Deut. 33:26 it says: “There is no one like the God of Jeshurun, who rides on the heavens to help you and on the clouds in His majesty”, or in Ps. 68:34: “Ascribe ye strength unto God; His excellency is over Israel, and His strength is in the clouds” (King James Version). When God wants to send manna and quail after the Israelites grumbled “…there was the glory of the LORD appearing in the cloud” (Ex. 16:10). Moses is prepared to receive the tablets of Law by the words: “…I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear Me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you…” (Ex. 19:9). And we know from Num.9:15 ff. that the LORD leads His people through the desert by a cloud and the appearance of fire. Ezekiel describes his vision of God´s glory: “I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north – an immense cloud with flashing lightning and surrounded by brilliant light…” (Ezek.1:4; see Ezek.10:3-4).
Concerning the transfiguration of Jesus it says: “…a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, ´This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased. Listen to Him!” (Mt.17:5). Concerning His ascension, we read “…He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their sight” (Acts 1:9). And what do we read about the second coming of Jesus? “At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory” (Luke 21:27). “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him…” (Rev. 1:7). Hallelujah!

  


