Watch and pray!
That will be the topic of this sermon.
"Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak" ( Matthew 26:41).
This is connected to words that the letters of Revelation have powerfully conveyed to us. There, we read repeatedly about the importance of "perseverance." And the promises to the seven churches are tied to "overcoming"; to remaining faithful to the faith despite temptations and tribulations. "Be faithful until death," the angel calls out to the church in Smyrna. It is good that we have the spiritual armor, which includes the shield of faith, "to extinguish all the fiery darts of the wicked one" ( Eph . 6:16). We should be equipped to "destroy every argument" and "bring every thought captive to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 10:5).
1)We are urged to be vigilant in order to achieve the goal.
1 Corinthians 16:13: “Watch, stand firm in the faith, be courageous, be strong.”
We can only stand firm in our faith if we are not sleepy, indifferent, superficial, or negligent, if we don't "let things slide." We must be alert to the spiritual movements around us and what is being offered to us in the spiritual—or rather, spiritual—realm. And we should attentively follow the developments taking place in the world so that we can then classify them from the perspective of the Bible.
1 Peter 5:8: “Be sober, be vigilant, for your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion…”
Satan wants to prevent us from reaching the goal because he believes he can prevent God's goal from being achieved. And we can read in the Book of Revelation that he is particularly furious because he knows his time is short. He does everything to prevent the name of the one living God from being glorified.
"Therefore, we must pay all the more attention to what we have heard, so that we do not miss the mark" ( Hebrews 2:1). Obviously, we can have our sights set on the target and still miss. It's like an archer: a close miss is still a miss.
What is the actual goal? The Bible expresses it this way: "The goal of our faith is the salvation of our souls" (1 Peter 1:9). There is no salvation in any other way than in the name of Jesus ( Acts 4:12). The Hebrew name for Jesus is YESHUA = salvation. When Paul speaks of the goal he is pursuing, he speaks of the "calling of God upward in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:14). And so, an essential goal for us personally is to occupy one of the dwellings that YESHUA has prepared for us with the Father ( John 4:14). There where there will be no more tears, no more sickness, no more pain, no more sorrow, and no more crying (Revelation 21:4).

8) Watching and praying is also a service to others
“Pray at all times in the Spirit with all prayer and supplication, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints…” ( Eph 6:18f).
We read of Paul and Barnabas: “They strengthened the souls of the disciples and exhorted them to persevere in the faith” ( Acts 14:22), that is, to watch.
And the church in Sardis is admonished in the Book of Revelation: “Awake and strengthen what remains, which was about to die!” (Rev 3:2).
Because we are allowed to belong to the God of Israel by grace, to be “fellow citizens with the saints and members of God’s household” ( Eph 2:19), and because many people around us, including some brothers and sisters, care little about Israel, the divine admonition to watch and pray is not only for our own salvation and spiritual growth, but also leads to service to others.
I am thinking of two personalities from the OT:
We can learn from Nehemiah that he inquired about the situation in Israel from afar, and the answer didn't leave him indifferent, but instead prompted him to take action: rebuilding the wall in Jerusalem. For us, it's a wall of prayer: " Watch and pray!"
And Queen Esther fearlessly stood up for the threatened Jewish people. Isn't it our task as Christians to also courageously stand up against the distorted view of Jews and Israel and to move from being on guard to being a wake-up call?

9 ) The watchman service also has a meaning in the end-time context
The Bible unfolds before us – as we see in Revelation – His plan of salvation. He has forever linked His holy name with the Jewish people and is therefore called the "Holy One of Israel" over 30 times.
God A, I, and J will achieve His goal, even without us. And yet the Bible shows us: He wants to include us in His saving work.
When we read that at the end of days the Lord will gather His people in Zion and make Jerusalem the spiritual center of the world, and when we read: “And many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek the Lord of hosts at Jerusalem and to make supplication to the Lord” (Zechariah 8:22), we again come across the aspect of watching:
Isaiah 52:7 ff.: "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news...who says to Zion, 'Your God reigns!' Listen! Your watchmen ( zofaijech ; zofäh = the watchman) lift up their voice; they shout for joy together, for eye to eye they see, how the Lord returns to Zion."
Jeremiah 31:6: “For the day will come when the watchmen in the hill country of Ephraim will say, ‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion to the LORD our God!’”
In this context, there is a striking discovery to be made: While in Hebrew the word for watchman is generally " shomer , shomrim ," here and only here the word " notzrim " is used. Interestingly, in Jewish usage, this is what Christians are called ( notzri , notzrim ).
Notzrim will cry: Go to Zion! A few verses further we read: "Hear the word of the LORD, O nations! And proclaim it in the isles afar off, saying, 'He who scattered Israel will gather him and keep him as a shepherd does his flock. For the LORD has redeemed Jacob and redeemed him from the hand of him who was mightier than he.'" (Jeremiah 31:10-11).
Who should report this? Those from the nations. This once again highlights how important it is for us to study the words from the prophetic books and to know the promises of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They are to be made known throughout the world, "in the distant isles."
Since we have been entrusted with the precious teachings of Scripture, we also have the precious opportunity and task of passing these words on, wherever we are. (We don't need to travel to "the distant islands"...)
There is a responsibility in our watchman service. Jeremiah must one day pass on God's warning: "I have set watchmen over you, who will cry out, 'Attend to the sound of the trumpet!' But they say, 'We will not pay attention .' Therefore hear, O nations, and know, O assembly, what is done to them!" ( Jeremiah 6:17-18).
“Therefore let us not sleep as others do, but let us watch and be sober ” ( 1 Thess. 5:6).
Let us think again of the four admonitions from the epistles: Hear, keep, overcome, repent.
Repentance where we were not vigilant. 
where we disregarded Israel's position in the eyes of God ,
where we have not awakened others through admonition.






