[image: ] (
Subscribe to DeepL Pro to edit this document.
Visit 
www.DeepL.com/pro
 for more information.
)
Joseph - a foreshadow of our Saviour JESHUA



How precious that we have God's love letter to us! "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be right, equipped for every good work"..." (2 Tim 3:16).
I would like to emphasise again and again how important it is for us to discover the riches of the OT. Paul once wrote to Timothy: "But continue in what you have learnt and are fully convinced of, knowing from whom you have learnt, and that from childhood you have known the holy Scriptures, which have power to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim 3:14 f.). The "holy scriptures" were exclusively the texts that were written down at that time, i.e. the so-called OT. Paul says something quite astonishing here. Namely, that they do not merely have a preparatory, introductory character in order to open hearts to the message of the NT, but that one can find the Saviour Jesus Christ in them and become a believer by accepting the message of the OT! 
Jesus himself once said (John 5:39): "You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life, and they are they which testify of Me."
We have eternal life, eternal salvation through Jesus Christ. There is salvation in no other name. What is Jesus called in Hebrew? Yeshua = salvation.
There are several passages in the NT that explicitly emphasise that Jesus is referred to in the OT. And we know that He is announced several times in the OT - e.g. as the Immanuel - even without His name being specifically mentioned. It says in Numbers 24:17: "A star will rise from Jacob and a sceptre from Israel."
And here again we see the inseparable link between the OT and NT. 

I am always amazed at how vivid the descriptions of the Old Covenant become in the light of the Gospels and letters.
If we read the account of Joseph carefully, we find a wealth of astonishing parallels to the life of Yeshua. Don't be alarmed: I found about 40 parallels. It is exciting! When I looked into it, I was overwhelmed and fascinated. I am curious to see how you will feel.  


But it is also interesting that Joseph can also be seen as an image for the Jewish people.
A Jewish commentary[footnoteRef:2] writes about Joseph: "He is the man of vision, the man of dreams; but he combines this with moral and spiritual strength in all the vicissitudes of life. He is the ideal son, the ideal brother, the ideal servant, the ideal steward. His character and his story have been regarded since ancient times as typical of the character and history of Israel. Like Joseph, the Jew has been the dreamer throughout the ages, dreaming Israel's dream of universal justice and of peace and brotherhood. Like Joseph, the Jew has everywhere been the helpless victim of the hatred of his stepbrothers, a hatred that drove him from his homeland and condemned him to exile. In this exile, the Jew, like Joseph, has countless times resisted the great seduction of disloyalty to the God of his fathers." [2:  J.H. Hertz on the Pentateuch and Haftarot, p. 186] 


It is initially astonishing that the Jews count Abraham, Isaac and Jacob among their patriarchs, but not Joseph. Why? All three first had to overcome errors and wrong decisions - like the Jewish people, even though they are holy in the eyes of God - and develop from this, but Joseph did not.

 But now to Joseph as a reference to Jeshua Ha Mashiach:

A) Joseph's birth (Gen 30, 22 - 24)

1) This begins with the circumstances of Joseph's birth: his mother, Rachel, was barren (which is why she had the maid Bilhah bear Jacob sons). She only became pregnant through direct intervention by God: "And God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb, and she conceived and bore a son...And she gave him the name Joseph..." (Gen 30:22 ff). And of Yeshua we know that his mother Mary was a virgin when she became pregnant through divine intervention (Mt 1:18).
Another parallel: Scripture calls Yeshua the "firstborn of all creation" (Col 1:15), and isn't it amazing that Joseph was called the firstborn son of Jacob? Reuben was actually the firstborn, but because he had "profaned his father's camp", he was deprived of this right. 

2) Joseph means "he adds". Rachel hoped to have more children. "Yeshua" means "salvation". This name refers to the wonderful promise that through Yeshua 
many children will be added to Israel and the kingdom of God. "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God..." (John 1:12). How wonderful that this is common to all of us gathered here!

3) Rachel said at Joseph's birth: "God has taken away my reproach" (Gen 30:23) What happened then in the individual realm was to take place on a global scale through Jesus' birth. It is true that we are "reproached in the name of Christ" (1 Pt 4:14), but before God: "There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus" (Rom 8:1). HE has borne our shame. The accuser no longer has any right over us! Let us remember, for example, what we say in Romans 8, that nothing can separate us from the love of God. And the old Simeon speaks out: Yeshua is "a light for revelation to the nations and for the glory of (the) people of Israel" (Luke 2:32).

B) Joseph in the house of his father Jacob (Gen 37, 1 - 11)

4) Joseph received divine insight in his early years (according to Gen 37:2 he was 17) through dreams (Gen 37:5 ff), and of the 12-year-old Jesus in the temple we read: "But all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers" (Luke 2:47).

5) Joseph was a shepherd (37:2), and Yeshua can say of Himself: "I am the good shepherd; and I know My own, and My own know Me, as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep" (John 10:14 f.).

6) Just as Joseph grew up in the Promised Land, in Canaan (37:1), Yeshua grew up in the Promised Land after his father Joseph heard the instruction in a dream after the death of Herod: "Go to the land of Israel" (by the way, not: to the land of "Palestine"...!) and came to Nazareth (Mt 2:20 ff).

7) Joseph was especially loved by his father Jacob (37:3). And the Son of God was loved by the heavenly Father in an unsurpassable way: at Jesus' transfiguration, "a voice came from the cloud, saying, 'This is My beloved (chosen) Son, hear Him! (Luke 9:35)

8) Joseph was given a special colourful ephod as a special distinction from his brothers. Archaeologists point out that in the time of the patriarchs in Egypt, for example, it was customary for leaders to wear coats of many colours as a sign of their leadership role[footnoteRef:3] . Yeshua was anointed by God (Ps 45:8) to take up the reign. JESHUA is LORD of lords, all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him. HE was announced with the words: "For a child is born to us, a son is given to us, and dominion rests on His shoulder..." (Isa 9:5). "For He received from God the Father honour and glory..." (2 Pt 1, 16). [3:  Commentary on the Pentateuch by J. H. Hertz, p. 142)] 


9) In a prophetic way, Joseph saw in a dream that his brothers would bow down to him one day. "...behold, your sheaves stood up all around and bowed down to my sheaf" (37:7). This is also what happened according to 42:6: "So when Joseph's brothers came, they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground". What a wonderful picture of the position of the Saviour Yeshua HaMashiach: "Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Phil 2:9 ff).

10) In another dream, Joseph saw the sun and moon and 11 stars bowing down before him; initially a sign for his brothers and parents. (37, 9). But we are also reminded of God's omnipotence over the celestial bodies: For the end times it says: "The sun and moon are darkened, and the stars lose their brilliance" (Joel 2:10).[footnoteRef:4] And in Revelation 21, which speaks of the Lamb of God in the New Jerusalem, there are the astonishing verses: "And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to give it light, for the glory of God has given it light, and its lamp is the Lamb" (Rev 21:3). [4:  According to Rev 16:8, one of the bowls of wrath is poured on the sun.
] 


11) Joseph's brothers "hated him" (37:4). (And over the centuries there has been a rebellion of the nations and even of Christians against the election of Israel). Jesus Himself says that the world will hate Him, and continues: "But this is done that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, 'They hated Me without a cause'" (John 15:25)

12) Joseph's brothers are jealous of him, reject him as "the dreamer" and do not recognise the prophetic significance of his dreams (37:8). (Do we Christians recognise the significance of the prophetic books?)
We also read about Jesus: "He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him" (Jn 1:11). And He "knew that the chief priests had betrayed Him out of envy" (Mk 15:10).
Just as Joseph's brothers refused to be ruled by him (37:8), Jesus also experiences this rejection and addresses this, for example, in the parable of the pounds entrusted to him: We read about the man who went into a far country and gave ten of his servants ten pounds: "But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, 'We do not want this man to be king over us'" (Luke 19:14) 
(How many in our neighbourhood are there who do not want to have the Lord Jesus as their King?)

(Gen 37:12-25)

13) When we read that Joseph was sent by his father to look after the welfare of the brothers and sheep (37:14), it is easy to build a bridge to Jesus, who repeatedly confirmed that he had been sent by His heavenly Father (John 6:57 + 18:18). "But when the fullness of time had come, God sent His Son" (Gal 4:4). "In this was manifested the love of God toward us, that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him" (1 John 4:9).
Jacob sent his son "from the valley of Hebron" (37:14). This seemingly insignificant detail sheds light on a spiritually important aspect when you consider that the Hebrew word Hebron comes from the linguistic root "chet, waw, resh" and is related to the word "chewer" for covenant/community. Just as Joseph was sent into strange surroundings - from Hebron, the fellowship with the father - to look after his brothers, JESHUA left the glorious fellowship with the heavenly Father for the sake of our well-being.

14) Before Joseph approached his brothers, "they plotted against him to kill him" (37:18). Is this not another astonishing foreshadowing of Jesus' Passion? He called His disciples brothers. He had to announce of one of His brothers: "He who dips his hand in the dish with Me will deliver Me up" (Mt 26:23). And Mt 27:1 says: "And when it was morning, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death" (Mt 27:1).

15) Joseph's brothers devised a lie about Joseph's fate: "...let us slay him and throw him into one of the cisterns, and let us say, 'An evil beast has devoured him'" (37:20). Reuben's intervention does not cause him to be slain, but they hold on to the lie (v. 33). Does this not remind us of what happened after Jesus' resurrection? The chief priests and elders gave money to the tomb guards and said: "Speak. His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were sleeping" (Mt 28:13). Praise be to God that we know from Scripture: The Risen One appeared to over 500 brothers at once, to Cephas, the Twelve, James, all the apostles and Paul (1 Cor 15:5 ff). And let us recall once again: "But if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins" (1 Cor 15:17).

16) The astonishing parallels continue in concrete terms: Joseph's brothers stripped him of his ephod (37:23), and the mocking soldiers stripped the Lord Jesus of His clothes and put a scarlet robe on Him (Mt 27:28).

17) Joseph was thrown into a cistern without water. He was to die there. In this we can therefore see a symbol for a grave. And this brings the connection to the tomb of Jesus, of which He Himself had prophesied: "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Mt 12:40).
 In Joseph's case, it was Midianite merchants who pulled him out of the pit (37:28).
But Yeshua was raised from the dead by God the Father and rose from the grave, so that the women at the empty tomb were addressed with the words: "Why do you seek the living among the dead? HE is not here, but has been raised from the dead" (Luke 24: 5 f). 

18) Joseph was sold to the Ishmaelites for 20 shekels of silver (37:28), so he became a slave/servant before gaining amazing prestige with Pharaoh (39:1). Jesus was sold by Judas to the chief priests for 30 pieces of silver (Mt 26:15). He "made Himself nothing and took on the form of a servant... He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name..." (Phil 2:7 ff).

19) Joseph's tunic was dipped in blood (37, 31). This is reminiscent of words from the Book of Revelation: after the fall of Babylon, it says of Jesus Christ, the triumphant victor: "He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood" (Rev 19, 13).

And we can quote Isaiah: "Who is he that cometh from Edom, from Bozrah in garments of scarlet? It is I who speak in righteousness, who is mighty to save. - Why is your robe red and your clothes like those of the treader of the winepress? - I have trodden the winepress alone, and there was no man of the nations with Me. I crushed them in My anger and trampled them in My excitement. And their juice splashed on My clothes and I stained all My garments. For the day of vengeance was in My heart, and the year of My vengeance had come" (Isaiah 63:1 ff). 
So although Joseph's blood-soaked tunic is reminiscent of such Bible verses, there is of course a huge difference: in the case of Jesus, it is HE Himself who soaked His robe in blood because of the judgement of the nations. Just as it was His free decision to shed His blood for our sins.
Also for my sins.

C) Joseph in Egypt (Gen 39, 1 - 6)

20) Furthermore, we know about Joseph that he was sold to Egypt and thus escaped death (37:36). Didn't Jesus also have to be taken to Egypt as a child? His father was instructed in a dream: "Get up, take the child and his mother and flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you! For Herod will seek the child to kill him" (Mt 2:13).

21) "The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a man who succeeded in everything..." Joseph found favour in the eyes of the Egyptian (39:2+4). We read about Jesus, even when He was little: "But the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon Him" (Luke 2:40).
The miracles that JESHUA performed were, of course, incomparably greater than what we read about Joseph.

22) Potiphar appointed Joseph over his house, "and all that he possessed he gave into his hand" (39:4). Jesus was able to proclaim: "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to ME" (Mt 28:18). For "the Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand" (John 3:35). Just as Joseph was the overseer at that time, Jesus is called the "overseer of your souls" (1 Pt 2:25).

23) Scripture reports in detail how Joseph is tempted by Potiphar's wife, but he is not guilty (39:7-10). "How could I do this great wrong and sin against God?" We know from JESUS that HE was "tempted in all things like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb 4:15) and that HE was tempted several times in the wilderness (Mt 4:1 ff), but "sin is not in HIM" (1 John 3:5).

24) Despite the massive accusations, we read nothing about Joseph defending himself. It says of our Saviour: Pilate questioned Jesus "with many words, but He answered him nothing" (Luke 23:9) Yes, Jesus is the one who "reviled, not reviling again, suffering, not threatening, but delivering Himself up to Him who judges righteously" (1 Pt 2:23). "He did not open His mouth like a lamb led to the slaughter" (Is 53:7). HE was reviled because HE was the Holy One, and HE did not revile again because HE was the Holy One.
 
25) Joseph is in prison together with two men, a cupbearer and a baker, who were guilty at Pharaoh's court (40, 2 f.). And two robbers are executed next to our Saviour (Mt 27:44). Isn't it amazing: just as the two robbers have completely different fates (only one of them went to paradise), the two servants at Pharaoh's court also have completely different fates: the baker is hanged, the cupbearer is accepted back into the king's court in mercy.

26) Pharaoh has disturbing dreams and speaks to Joseph: "I have heard you say that you know how to interpret a dream. Then Joseph replied to Pharaoh. That is not for me to say; God will answer what is good for Pharaoh" (41:16). Jesus only said what He had heard from the Father: "What I have heard from Him I speak before the world" (John 8:26). Even HE, true God, submits to the heavenly Father in this way! The Lord gives some people gifts of knowledge and prophecy. But the true "knower of hearts" (Acts 15:8) is JESHUA himself, of whom, for example, the Samaritan woman says: "Lord, I see that you are a prophet... Come, see a man who has told me everything I have done" (Jn 4:19+29).

Gen 41, 37 - 46

27) After the interpretation of the dream, Pharaoh asks in amazement, looking at Joseph: "Will we find someone like this, a man in whom the spirit of God is?" (41, 38). It is said of the twelve-year-old Jesus in the temple: "But all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers" (Luke 2:47).  The Good News tells us that the heavenly Father expressly confesses His Son who became man by sending the "Spirit of God like a dove" to descend upon Jesus (Mt 3:16). 

28) If we continue reading the account from Genesis, we learn that Joseph is placed in the highest position with Pharaoh, over the whole land. "And Pharaoh 
took his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph's hand..." (41, 42). Here it is foreshadowed that the Son of Man is seated at the right hand of God (Mt 26:64). The Letter of Peter writes: "He is at the right hand of God after He has gone into heaven, and angels and powers and authorities are subject to Him" (1 Pt 3:22).

29) Pharaoh let Joseph "ride in the second chariot he had, and they shouted before him, 'Prostrate yourselves! (41, 43). What does the NT promise? "As I live, says the LORD, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God" (Romans 14:11). JESHUA is exalted above every name, "that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow..." (Phil 2, 10).

30) "And Pharaoh gave Joseph the name: Zafenat-Paneach" (41, 45). Some linguists translate this as "decipherer of secrets"[footnoteRef:5] . Let's build a bridge to the Son of God! In HIM are "hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" (Col 2:3). Jesus Himself says: "I will open My mouth in parables; I will reveal what has been hidden from the foundation of the world" (Mt 13, 35). "No one has ever seen God; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has made Him known" (Jn 1:18). Hallelujah! [5:  Targum Onkelos] 


Other interpreters derive the name Zafenat-Paneach from the Greek words for "breadwinner" and "bread"[footnoteRef:6] . This fits with the account: "So when all the land of Egypt was hungry and the people cried out to Pharaoh, Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, 'Go to Joseph...'" (41, 55). Even if we follow this translation, there is a clear connection to Jesus' invitation: "I am the bread of life: whoever comes to Me will never hunger, and whoever believes in Me will never thirst" (John 6: 35). [6:  Commentary on the Pentateuch by J.H.Hertz, p. 158] 


31) Incidentally, Joseph began his official ministry in Egypt at the age of 30 (41, 46), and Jesus is also reported to have begun his ministry at the age of about 30 (Luke 3, 23).

D) Joseph's encounter with the brothers (Gen 42:6 ff.)

32) "And Joseph recognised his brothers, but they did not recognise him" (42:8). This echoes something we learn about the development of the Jewish people in the history of salvation, as the letter to the Romans shows us: "God has given them a spirit of sleepiness, eyes that they should not see and ears that they should not hear, right up to the present day" (Romans 11:8). Yes, "hardening has happened to Israel in part...".
And how is it with us? "When you did not know God, you served those who are not gods by nature. But now you have come to know God; rather, you have been recognised by God" (Gal 4:8f). "He was in the world ... and the world did not know Him. He came into His own, and His own did not receive Him..." (John 1, 10).

33) Joseph initially deals harshly with his brothers. "You are spies, you have come to spy out the nakedness of the land" (42:9). "You will not leave here unless your youngest brother comes here" (42:15). "...and he took Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes" (42:24). Joseph put the purchase price for the grain back into the brothers' sacks, "And they were afraid" (42:35).On the brothers' second journey to Joseph, he had his silver cup placed in Benjamin's sack, and then he chided the brothers, "What a deed you have done!" (44, 15). The reason for this behaviour is undoubtedly that Joseph wants to test whether his brothers really regret their behaviour at that time and whether their hearts have changed. This reminds us that God tests our hearts (1 Thess 2:4). Jesus calls out to us: "Therefore bear fruit worthy of repentance...!" (Mt 3, 8). "I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance" (Luke 5:32).
Gen 45, 3 - 10

34) After a long time, Joseph recognises his brothers: "I am Joseph, your brother" (45:4). Is it not the case that, according to God's plan of salvation, the Jewish people will only recognise their Messiah at a later date? Paul explains this plan of salvation to us in his letter to the Romans: For our sake, the Jewish people are initially set aside, as it were (admittedly without ever being abandoned.) "Hardening has happened to Israel in part until the full number of the nations will have come in." (Romans 11:25) Joseph's words "I am your brother" painfully remind me that many Christians do not yet value the Jews as their brothers.
From Jesus, the Lord of lords, we can read with astonishment that HE is not ashamed to call us His brothers (Heb 2:11). And HE explains: "For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven is My brother..." (Mt 12, 50).

Jesus, "the firstborn among many brethren" (Romans 8:29), says: "You will not see Me until it comes to pass that you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! (Luke 13:35). In one of the end-time speeches, the Holy One of Israel proclaims: "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven; and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory" (Mt 24:30). "Many first will be last and last will be first" (Mt 19:30). 

35) Joseph makes an important statement that has great significance for the history of salvation: "For the preservation of life God has sent me before you" (45:5). Indeed, it becomes particularly clear once again how the account of Joseph points to our Saviour: "God so loved the world that HE gave HIS only begotten Son, that whoever believes in HIM should not perish but have eternal life" (John 3: 15 f.).

36) Joseph goes on to tell his brothers: "God has sent me before you to set you a remnant on earth and to keep you alive for a great salvation" (45:7). Isaiah prophesies: "A remnant will return, a remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God" (Isaiah 10:20 f.). "A redeemer will come for Zion and for those in Jacob who return from the breach of faith, says the LORD" (Isa 59:20). "For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has spoken, and among the remnant whom the LORD will call" (Joel 3:5). See Zech 12:10
With regard to His disciples, the Lord also speaks of a "small flock" (Luke 12:32) and says: "Many are called, but few are chosen" (Matthew 20:16).

37) And Joseph says something else important to his brothers: "It was not you who sent me here, but God" (45:8). This reminds us of an important message from our Saviour: "It is not you who have chosen Me, but I who have chosen you..." (John 15, 16). Just as God once said to the Jewish people: "I knew you in the wilderness" (Hos 13:5), our Saviour already knew us when we were in the wilderness of our lives and going astray. Yes, "God demonstrates His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).
We can also think of the account of the calling of Nathanael, who asks the Lord: "How do you know me? Jesus answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, while you were under the fig tree, I saw you" (John 1:48).

E) Joseph and his father Jacob (Gen 47)

38) Joseph tells his father Jacob: "You and your sons and your sons' sons shall dwell in the land of Goshen and come near to me..." (45, 10). "And Joseph assigned residences to his father and his brothers and gave them land in the land of Egypt, in the best part of the land..." (47, 11). This reminds me that JESHUA has gone before us to prepare a dwelling place for us with the heavenly Father. "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also" (John 14: 3).
Joseph's favour extends to the whole house of Jacob. Perhaps we can also see a certain connection in this to the words: "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you and your household will be saved." (Acts 16:31).

39) "And Joseph brought his father Jacob and made him stand before Pharaoh", the ruler of the time (47:7). And how is it with Jesus? Jesus leads His followers to the almighty, eternal ruler, the King of kings. "No one comes to the Father except through Me" (John 14: 6). Yes, when we reach the goal, we even have the promise: "We will see Him as He is" (1 John 3:2).

40) "And Joseph provided bread for his father and his brothers and all his father's house according to the number of the children" (47:12) We confess that JESHUA "is the bread that came down from heaven" (John 6:58). He Himself says: "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to Me will not hunger..." (Jn 6, 35). "From His fullness we have all received, grace for grace" (Jn 1:17).
Hallelujah!


Based on the account of Joseph, we have experienced together how alive the word of the OT becomes for our faith in the Saviour JESHUA. What a treasure we have in the OT!
Let us praise the Lord for this!
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