 Israel - not an apartheid state
1) About the term
The term apartheid originates from the situation in South Africa, where state-organized racial segregation of whites and blacks existed since the beginning of the 20th century. (No voting rights and spatial segregation of non-whites in "homelands." Massive resistance and years of negotiations led to a change of government, with Nelson Mandela becoming the republic's first black president in 1994.) Since 2002, apartheid has been considered a crime against humanity. The International Criminal Court is responsible for prosecution.
2) Accusations against Israel
But now Israel is repeatedly portrayed as an apartheid state. For example, Amnesty International (2022) claimed that Israel treats "Palestinians" both in the PA territories and throughout Israeli territory as an "ethnically inferior group" and "systematically deprives them of their rights:" It is a " cruel policy of segregation, dispossession, and exclusion," even "crimes against humanity."
3) Multicultural diversity as a challenge in Israel
We know the key words that dominate our discussions: immigration restrictions, family reunification, naturalization tests, integration, "dominant culture ," deportation regulations, and the term multiculturalism. Migration researcher Ruud Koopmans comes to the sobering conclusion: "Multiculturalism is a bad idea because it legitimizes the coexistence of different cultures." Well, that's written from a Western perspective. Israel didn't deliberately seek heterogeneity. And the immigration of Jews from all over the world, with very different cultural backgrounds, is, after all, in keeping with God's plan.
Johannes Gerloff, a well-known Christian journalist and Israel expert, makes a surprising statement: "Israel's entire legislation is geared toward coexistence with strangers; the election of Abraham is unthinkable without non-Jews. Without the non-Jewish peoples, Israel's existence is meaningless."
There is already religious diversity among the Jews alone; not only because of the ultra-Orthodox, Orthodox, Conservative, and Liberal groups, but also because Jews from over 130 countries have come together and naturally brought their cultural influences. Sephardic Jews from North African and South American countries and Ashkenazi Jews of European descent meet. Moroccan Jews, for example, have a different mentality than those from the former USSR.
But the multicultural situation is primarily characterized by the fact that - in addition to Jews - Muslims, "Palestinians," Druze, Cherkas , Bedouins, and Christians live together in the country; apart from migrants, for example, from Ukraine, and foreign workers (for example, from Thailand and the Philippines).
a) Christians living in Israel
Approximately 187,900 Christians live in the country, accounting for 1.9% of the population (2024). The vast majority, at least 80%, are Arab Christians. Most of them belong to the Greek Orthodox or Roman Catholic Church.
b) Israeli Arabs and Druze
Who are referred to as "Israeli Arabs"? There may be approximately 1.7[footnoteRef:1]million within sovereign Israel and approximately 1.7 million in Judea and Samaria who were formerly residents of Palestine (or are their descendants), who did not leave the country in 1948 and who received Israeli citizenship since the founding of the state. [1: Jerusalem Post 16.10.2015] 

Israeli Arabs make up about 20% (2024: 21.4%) of the population
83% of Israeli Arabs are Muslims (mostly Sunnis). Christian Arabs (who make up 8.5% of Israeli Arabs) are primarily Greek Orthodox, Greek Catholic, or Roman Catholic.
c) Bedouins
Bedouins are not originally native to the Negev , but came (only during the time of Napoleon's invasion in 1798-99) from Arabia, Transjordan, Sinai and Egypt. 
In 2014, it was estimated that there were over 250,000 Bedouin Arabs in the country, approximately 210,000 in the Negev (which constitutes approximately 30% of the Negev population ). The Bedouin population doubles every 17 years.
d) “Palestinians”
About the term: Since the British Mandate government from 1922 to 1948, "Palestine" was a territory 24% west and 76% east of the Jordan River. All inhabitants, whether Jewish, Muslim, or Christian, could have called themselves "Palestine."
The term “Palestinian” was only introduced by Arafat in the PLO Charter in the mid-1960s. The Arabs known as Palestinians have no history, language, culture or religion of their own.
How many "Palestinians" are there? In 2015, Israel estimated there were 1.7 million in Israel and 1.4 million in the Gaza Strip.

4) What does the Bible actually say about dealing with strangers?
When researching the Bible, one finds very different and seemingly contradictory aspects, which become clear when one considers the Hebrew terms for “stranger”:
a) Israel should separate itself from strangers
(" sarim ", " bnei nechar ")
Deuteronomy 7:2: "When the Lord...drives out many nations before you...and you strike them, you shall surely utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them, nor show them mercy."
Why? Deuteronomy 12:2: Eradicating idolatry
For Exodus 19:6: Israel should be a holy nation to HIM
Therefore, warning against spiritual mixing.
But unfortunately, there was also disobedience: 1 Kings 11:1-4: King Solomon loved many foreign women. "...so his wives turned his heart after other gods."

b) Because of disobedience, Israel falls into the hands of strangers (“ sarim ”), and they cause her distress
God had warned in Numbers 33:55f : “But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land before you, those you leave behind will be thorns in your eyes and pricks in your sides, and they will trouble you in the land where you live.”
Judges 6:1+4: “In the time of Gideon the foreigners, the Midianites, ravaged the produce of the land.”
c) The name and house of the LORD must not be desecrated by strangers (“ sarim ”, “ bnei nechar “).
Numbers 18:7: Regarding the priesthood, it says: "But the stranger who comes near shall be put to death." How are we to understand this?
Service at the Tent of Meeting may only be performed by ordained priests, not by unauthorized persons.
Similarly  regarding Aaron's ordination offering , regarding anointing oil, regarding eating holy things.

d) Israel needs and receives divine rescue from the dangers by strangers (“ sarim ”, bnei nechar ")
Psalm 144:11: “Peel me out and deliver me from the hand of the foreigners, whose mouth speaks deceit…”
The promise for the end times is: “Jerusalem will be holy, and no strangers will pass through it anymore.” (Joel 4:17)

e) But there are also strangers who consciously join Israel
A different term is often used here, the term “ ger ”.
2 Chronicles 15:9: When King Asa renewed his covenant with God, he gathered "all Judah and Benjamin and the strangers...for they had deserted to him from Israel in great numbers, when they saw that the LORD his God was with him."
Ezra 6:21 speaks of people in Israel “who separated themselves from the uncleanness of the nations… to seek the LORD, the God of Israel.”

f) Israel should not oppress foreigners – these “ gerim ” – but treat and support them like locals
Deuteronomy 27:19 is a massive warning: “Cursed be he who perverts the justice of the stranger, the orphan, and the widow!”
And the reason for that is given in Exodus 22:20: “For you yourselves were strangers”
Lev 19:34: “The stranger who dwells among you shall be to you as one born among you , and you shall love him Is yourself (whereas in other nations, foreigners had no rights, e.g. the Romans used the same word ‘ hostis ’ for stranger and enemy!)
Lev 25:35: If a stranger becomes impoverished (it was only in the 19th century that relief for the poor was introduced as a state obligation in European countries…), “you shall support him so that he may live alongside you.”

g) And yet it is not always about equal treatment of locals and foreigners
1 Kings 9:20 f.: Solomon ordered slaves to do forced labor
Deuteronomy 23:21: Interest may be charged on a stranger (“ nachri ” = foreigner). Why? In contrast to a “ ger ” (a foreign resident), a “ nachri ” is only temporarily in the country, usually as a merchant passing through. The permission to retain interest applied only to commercial relations. If the stranger needed the borrowed money to survive, the instruction in Lev. 25:35 f. (see above) applied.
Deuteronomy 15:1-3 orders release from debts (in the year of remission) towards one’s neighbour, “but you may (!) press the foreigner (“ nachri ”)”.

h) The Lord himself intercedes for strangers (“ gerim ”)
Because He shows no favoritism and loves the stranger (.Deuteronomy 10:18)
Mt. 25:40+35: “Whatever you did to one of the least of these My brothers…I was a stranger…” says JESHUA

i) Strangers who have joined themselves to Israel (and dwell with them) shall at least not disturb the observance of the spiritual laws, and may even obey the laws
Exodus 20:10: Shabbat rest should also be “for the stranger within your gates”
Numbers 9:14: the same Passover order also applies to the stranger if he wants to celebrate
In Isaiah 56:6 we read the promise: “Sons of the foreigner (“ bnei nechar ”) who want to serve HIM, I will bring to My holy mountain” (May this apply to us Christians?)

j) Strangers will serve Israel (“ bnei nechar ")
On the future glory of Zion Isaiah 60:10 says: “And the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto thee.”

Again as a summary:

1 Israel should separate itself from strangers

2 Because of disobedience, Israel falls into the hands of strangers

3 The name and house of the LORD must not be profaned by strangers

4 Israel needs and receives rescue from the dangers by strangers

5 But there are strangers who consciously join Israel

6 Israel should not oppress foreigners, but treat them like locals

7 But it is not always about equal treatment of locals and foreigners

8 The LORD yhimself intercedes for strangers

9 Those who have joined Israel should observe the spiritual laws

10 Strangers will serve Israel




5 ) How does Israel deal with foreigners and minorities and how can this be viewed in the light of the Bible?
The international reaction is primarily about the "Palestinians." But first, a few words about the other minorities:
Regarding the Christians
Israel explicitly guarantees the protection of the church and freedom of religious practice through the 1948 Declaration of Independence and through law .
But an anti-missionary law prohibits persuading minors to convert, punishable by six months in prison, and inducing adults to convert for money, punishable by up to five years in prison. An organization called Yad leAchim is very active in tracking down mission activities.
In the Knesset there is a special group for connecting with Christians (Christian Allies Caucus )
Every New Year, the President hosts a reception for Christian leaders.
Messianic Jews are actively evangelizing in the country. This has repeatedly triggered verbal and even physical attacks from Orthodox Jews, who believe that Messianic Jews have abandoned and renounced the Jewish faith.
As far as individual attitudes towards Christians are concerned, this naturally depends on one’s own Jewish background.
For example, 83% of religious Jews (2009) said Jewish law forbade entering a church, while 80% of secular Jews considered this permissible. 78% of religious Jews viewed Christianity as idolatry. 52% of secular Jews supported teaching the New Testament in schools, but 90% of religious Jews rejected this.
The sometimes enormous donations of evangelical Christians are often met with suspicion that they might be motivated by a secret missionary agenda. (Almost 80% of religious Jews strictly refuse to accept money from Christians.) On the other hand, politicians urge to value evangelicals as Israel's most loyal friends.
What is largely unknown: In the synagogues, prayers are also said for non-Jews: "...for the strangers who turn to you out of piety, and for us may your mercy be shown, O LORD our God. And grant a sure reward to all who truly trust in your name, and let our portion be united with theirs forever." Solomon had already prayed at the dedication of the Temple: "Act according to all that the stranger calls to you for, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name, so that they may fear you, as your people Israel did" (1 Kings 8:41ff).
If we recall the Bible's statements about dealing with strangers, we can certainly say that Christians are among the "strangers" who have consciously joined the state and are therefore to be treated as " gerim " according to paragraphs 5 and 6. In my opinion, the Jewish state largely lives up to this.
Regarding the Bedouins
Israel is striving to integrate the Bedouins. For example, it is establishing vocational centers and industrial centers, improving the transportation infrastructure, and installing towns with all the necessary infrastructure specifically for Bedouins in the Negev . And the Bedouins, who are scattered illegally, have been offered free land, up to 80,000 euros for house construction, and relocation expenses. 
Approximately 1,400 or more Bedouins serve in the military (mostly as trackers or in the Bedouin reconnaissance battalion); one Bedouin (i.e., a Muslim) even rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel in the army, then went to the Israeli Foreign Ministry and was appointed Israel's Consul General in Egypt.
The Bedouins live off the National Social Security ( Bituach Leumi ): In extreme cases, a Bedouin marries his cousin and has 15 children with her, takes a 2nd, 3rd, 4th wife, gets divorced several times, has a total of 45-60 children, thus practically forming a village - and the divorced women even receive social security from the state.
Therefore it can be said that the state endeavours to support the Bedouins as “ gerim ” (see paragraphs 5+6) to the best of its ability.

Regarding the Israeli Arabs
Arabic is an official language. Muslims (like Druze) enjoy full, legally protected religious freedom.
But a quarter of them live together with Jews in 8 mixed cities, for example in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Haifa, Nazareth, Ramle , Maalot and Akko .
260,000 Arabs live in East Jerusalem, meaning they have the right to reside there and could even apply for citizenship. Barely more than 5% have exercised this right. Arabs living in East Jerusalem have special identity documents. They receive social security, medical care, child benefits, the right to vote in local (not Knesset) elections, and pay taxes, including wealth taxes. They are not granted the "right of return." They are, of course, allowed to travel within Israel. They can use Jordanian passports for travel abroad, because Jordan previously granted them citizenship.
Israeli Arabs have the same rights as Jews, with few restrictions. (The "right of return" law does not apply to them.) While they are permitted to purchase land from the state and private individuals, they are not permitted to purchase land belonging to the Jewish National Fund (JNF) (11.5% of the country's territory). The JNF received funds donated for this land from Jews around the world with the express purpose of using it for the benefit of the Jewish people.
Of course, Arabs can study at universities, receive social security, are treated by Jewish doctors, and sometimes even serve as chief physicians in Jewish hospitals (24% of doctors were Arab in 2021). One of the three judges on the Supreme Court is (2022) a Muslim.
According to the election results, Arabs are represented in the Knesset with around 10-12% , even those who publicly oppose not only current politics, but even the state, for the handover of the Golan Heights, for a stop to the “Judaization of Jerusalem,” and for a struggle of the Palestinian people.
Arabs are exempt from military service due to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. However, Israel encourages voluntary service.
Despite tensions and the need for improvement, 71% of Israeli Arabs (2022) said Israel is "a good place to live," and 60% even said Israel is home. 93% of East Jerusalem Arabs prefer life under Israeli rule to life under Palestinian authority.
Regarding the tension between Zionism and Judaism on the one hand, and democracy and universal human rights on the other, one rabbi (Eric Yoffie ) said: “A proud Jewish state with a secure Jewish majority, maintaining an explicitly and openly practiced Jewish national culture, while treating the minority of citizens with fairness and respect – that is the essence of Zionism.”
Israeli Arabs have consciously joined the Jewish state and, as “ gerim, ” enjoy largely equal rights, although the restrictions according to paragraph 7 appear to be entirely biblically justifiable.

Regarding the “Palestinians”
Immediately after the founding of the State of Israel, hundreds of thousands of Arabs fled on the advice of their own leaders. Refugee camps were subsequently established, managed and deliberately maintained by the UNRWA to this day. Israel repeatedly pushed for the dissolution of the camps, attempting, for example, in 1985 to permanently resettle refugees from the camps into 1,300 housing units near Nablus. But the UN rejected this, arguing that it was "a violation of their inalienable right of return."
In September 2005, Israel voluntarily withdrew completely from the Gaza Strip and expelled 9,000 Jewish citizens in order to give the Palestinians the opportunity to shape their own way of life. But then Hamas took over control.
Due to attacks from Gaza, Israel has been forced into military conflict several times in recent years. Nevertheless, the Jewish state sent large quantities of humanitarian aid during and after the wars. At times, 800 trucks traveled to Gaza .
70% of Gaza's electricity and 40% of its water needs are met by Israel.
Before the massacre of October 7, 2023, 190,000 Palestinians worked legally or illegally in Israel (including 140,000 in Judea&Samaria). The wages, at NIS 400-600 per day, were far higher than those working in the PA territories.
For security reasons, Israel has to temporarily suspend deliveries and close a border crossing. The Supreme Court ruled that restrictions on deliveries do not violate international law, as Israel gave up control of Gaza since September 2005. However, Israel is obligated to provide essential humanitarian supplies.
Even after Hamas, which seeks to wipe out Israel, took power, tens of thousands of Palestinians were treated free of charge(!) in Israeli hospitals. (During the war, Israel set up a hospital close to the Gaza border specifically for the Palestinians – it had to be closed after a few days because the Hamas leadership forbade its people from receiving treatment there.)
A so-called right of return for the Palestinians (which would not be justified by historical facts anyway) is out of the question, as it would destroy the Jewish identity of the state and the Jews would live in daily deadly threat from within the country.

Let us attempt a biblical classification:
Since the “Pal” – although not a separate people – claim their own state with Jerusalem as its capital and would not be satisfied with a “state alongside Israel”, but ultimately even want to have the entire area from the Jordan to the Mediterranean, we must certainly state: The “Palestinians” are not to be seen as “ Gerim ”, who should be treated like locals, but in my opinion as “sons of the foreigner”, “ bnei nechar “( see paragraphs 1+2).
Anyone who not only wants to drive God's chosen people out of the Promised Land, but even wants to wipe out the entire state, certainly does not belong to the strangers worthy of protection and love!
Let us recall once again the biblical guidelines:
Deuteronomy 7:2: "When the Lord...drives out many nations before you...and you strike them, you shall surely utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them, nor show them mercy."
God had warned: Numbers 33:55+56:  “But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land before you, those you leave behind will be thorns in your eyes and pricks in your sides, and they will trouble you in the land where you live.”
On the one hand, Israel attempted to separate itself from these "foreigners" by withdrawing from the Gaza Strip in 2005, but still felt it was obliged to provide aid for humanitarian reasons. And besides the "Palestinians" there, perhaps 3 million still live in Judea&Samaria. The state granted them the right of residence through the so-called Oslo II Accords of 1995.
As the LORD warned, these " sarim " "thorns" remain in Israel's side. Inconsistent policies have led to the recurring acts of terror and the massacre of October 7, 1923.
How did David pray? "Deliver me and save me from the hand of the foreigners, whose mouth speaks deceit..." (Psalm 144:11) "Vindicate me according to Your righteousness, O LORD my God, lest they exult over me. They shall not say in their heart, 'Aha, so we would have it !' They shall not say in their heart, 'We have swallowed him up!'" “( Ps. 35:24 f.)

