“You are fellow citizens with the saints” ( Eph 2:11 ff)

When it comes to Israel, one often hears very different spontaneous reactions…
Why is Israel so important to us, this small patch of earth, with just 62% of the area of Baden-Württemberg and a population of only about 9 million (instead of the 11 million here in the state) or, as a Jewish people, a share of 0.02% of the world population? Because it is so important to our LORD. The Creator God calls Israel the apple of His eye" (Deut. 32:10), "the darling of His soul" ( Jer . 12:7), " the planting of His delight" ( Isa. 5:7). And what is so close to HIM's heart should also be close to our hearts! And Israel should be important to us because, as followers of Jesus, we are closely connected to the Jewish people according to God's plan.
We are “fellow citizens with the saints” ( Eph 2:19).
Yes, this does not refer to the supposed saints whose pictures we see in Catholic churches. Rather, it refers to statements made to the Jewish people such as: "You shall be a holy nation to me" (Exodus 19:6) or, for the end times: "They will be called the holy nation" ( Isaiah 62:12).
And now we are confronted with the sentence in the New Testament: "You were without God in the world" ( Eph 2:12). That's amazing ! (And the LORD actually says in Jer 23:29: "Is not my word like a hammer that breaks rocks in pieces?") We were "without God". We usually don't realize this and would prefer not to admit it. But God's word is true! "You were without God in the world". Can't we use this statement to reverently grasp the magnitude of Jesus' redemptive work? "You were dead in your trespasses and sins," writes Paul ( Eph 2:1). "At that time, when you did not know God, you served those who by nature are not gods" (Gal 4:8). Paul describes how we were at that time in his letter to the Eph . with the words “vanity of mind,” “darkened in understanding,” “alien to the life of God,” “ignorance,” “hardening of heart,” “dulled” ( Eph . 4:17 f).
If the Creator said to Abram: "I will establish my covenant between me and you" (Gen. 17:2), then it follows that the Jews were never without God. He revealed himself to them from the beginning, turned to them in love and committed himself to remaining faithful to them forever. "And I will establish my covenant between me and you throughout all your generations for an everlasting covenant, to be your God and to your descendants after you" (Gen. 17:7). No other people has such a powerful promise.
What about us? We were "strangers to the covenants of promise" ( Eph 2:12 ). According to David Stern's translation: "You were strangers to the covenant that represented the promise of God." Jesus is the yes and amen to all of God's promises (2 Cor 1:20). We believe in that, don't we? But since Jesus is the yes and amen to all of God's promises, then he is also true of all of the promises to the Jewish people. If we don't make that part of our faith, we are mutilating the Scriptures!
Through Jesus' sacrificial death, we are no longer strangers to these promises. Paul uses the vivid image that we were "cut out of the wild olive tree and grafted contrary to nature into the cultivated olive tree" ( Rom 11:24). And he writes to us that we have thereby "become partakers of the fatness of the olive tree" ( Rom 11:17).
What have we become partakers of? Let us go through how Paul describes the calling of the Jews: "To Israel belong the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the worship, and the promises" ( Rom 9:4).
We read in various places in Scripture that the Almighty God describes His relationship with the Jewish people as a relationship of father and son . When the Lord promised Solomon the kingdom, He said: "I will be his father, and he shall be my son" (2 Samuel 7:14), and He said: "When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son" (Hos 11:1). As believers, we too have the promise of sonship, and so we can read in Romans 8:14 f.: "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God... You have received the spirit of sonship, by which we cry, 'Abba, Father.'" But there is a big difference between the sonship of the Jews and the sonship of us Gentiles: We Gentiles, we non-Jews, are indeed creatures of God like all people, but we only come into sonship when we have accepted Jesus as Savior. Sonship has always been given to Jews, and not to individuals, but to all! We read in Exodus 4:23: "Thus says the LORD: My firstborn son is Israel."
naturally taken aback and ask: How can Israel be the firstborn son when Jesus is the firstborn son, of whom it is said: "HE is the firstborn of all creation"? (Col 1:15). Now the fact is that in the Bible the term "son" is used in various contexts. It can refer not only to a physical descendant, but also to descendants in a figurative sense; for example, we read of the sons of the prophets as their disciples. Or it is a matter of divine adoption, so to speak. And so we can understand it when the LORD says: My firstborn son is Israel. And that has a very special meaning, because HE also says: "All the firstborn are mine" (Numbers 3:13). And it is precisely this special election that has been and continues to be denied throughout the centuries. The false doctrine of disinheritance theology, which claims that the church has taken the place of Israel, is still rampant today. We should read with gratitude and amazement the words that Paul writes about the Jewish people in Romans 11:29: "The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable ." We are quick to claim this word for ourselves, but overlook the fact that - as the context of the text makes clear - it applies first and foremost to Israel. The Jewish people are therefore called to irrevocable sonship! We should clearly oppose the false doctrine of disinheriting Israel and bow before the guilt of the church and our fathers, just as Nehemiah (1:6), Jeremiah (3:25) and Daniel (9:5) asked for forgiveness with the words: "We have sinned, both we and our fathers." Daniel, who was so pleasing to God that he was even rescued from the lions' den, did not shirk the responsibility of his ancestors. And if we ourselves believe that the church has replaced Israel in God's plan of salvation, then repentance is the only appropriate response.
We are in the process of examining to what extent we have shared in the blessings of Israel according to the words of the Bible. Paul goes on to write: for the Jews is the glory . We often read in the Bible that the glory, Shechina , of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob appears to the people of Israel, for example in the tabernacle: “The glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle” (Exodus 40:34). When we read in Psalm 50:2: “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God has shone forth,” then we might ask: aren’t there more beautiful cities and regions in the world, cities with a beautiful lake or with access to the beach or with a fascinating mountain panorama? How can Zion be called the perfection of beauty? The key lies in what the LORD says about Jerusalem in Ezek. 16:14: "Your fame went out among the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect through My glory that I had put upon you." And indeed: In Israel and for Israel, the almighty God gives His most precious thing, as it says beautifully in Isaiah 46:13: "I will give salvation in Zion, my integrity to Israel." In Hebrew, salvation is called JESHUA. That is the Hebrew name for Jesus. The King of the Jews - as it was written on the tablet on the cross - is also our Savior; there is no other name for salvation. "Salvation is from the Jews" ( John 4:22).
And so we may hear from the Gentiles: "The Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you" (1 Peter 4:14). What did YESHUA say in his high priestly prayer to the Father? "The glory that you gave me, I have given to them (that is, to my followers) ( John 17:22).
Let's go a step further: Paul writes that the Israelites have covenants . Well, we are largely familiar with that. God made an everlasting covenant with the Jews. The initiative for the covenants always came from God, and the people had to decide again and again whether they wanted to hold on to them. What the LORD promises, HE keeps faithfully. Let us hear His words: "If the Jews profane My statutes and do not keep My commandments, I will punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with stripes. But I will not take My mercy away from them, nor deny My faithfulness. I will not profane My covenant, nor change what has gone forth from My lips" (Psalm 89:32 ff). And then we read: " Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah ... " ( Jer 31:31), and I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you, and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh; and I will cause you to walk in My statutes and to keep My ordinances and to do them" ( Ezek 36:26).
We are so quick to take this word of the new spirit for ourselves and forget that it was initially for the Jewish people. Yes, JESHUA is "mediator of a new covenant" ( Heb 9:15), whom we think of in the Lord's Supper, which HE instituted with the words: "This is my blood of the covenant, which is shed for many for the forgiveness of sins" ( Mt 26:28). We cannot praise Him enough for having added us to His first-beloved people Israel! In fact, our only reaction to this can be to follow the example of the Moabite Ruth and to become one with our Jewish brothers and sisters: "Your people shall be my people, and your God my God" (Ruth 1:16).
And this Jewish people has been given “the law .” The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob emphasizes: “What great nation has such righteous statutes and ordinances as all this law that I am setting before you today?” (Deut. 4:8). The law is the Torah, the 5 books of Moses. Yes, we don’t want to be legalistic… but what do we read in the New Testament? “All Scripture has been given to us by inspiration by God for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for instruction, so that the man of God may be complete, apostle to every good work.” and equipped .” (2 Tim 3:16). “All Scripture” could only mean the Scripture that was written down at that time – the Old Testament. Yes, we are “built on the foundation of the apostles and (!) prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone” ( Eph 2:19).
We should better translate the word "law", "Torah" as "instruction, teaching" - and we all need that! "The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul," writes David (Psalm 19:8).
Out of fear of legalism, it may be that - in the awareness of Jesus' work of redemption - we no longer have His words in mind: "Truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no way pass from the law until all is accomplished" ( Matthew 5:18).
God has imparted His teaching to us through the Jewish people. Moses received the eternally valid words of God at Sinai. The Jewish prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, etc. have passed on divine instruction to us as a warning and encouragement.
And for the end times, the LORD promises: "Many nations will go and say, 'Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that He may teach us of His ways, and that we may walk in His paths. For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.'" ( Isaiah 2:3). Yes, we too want to walk in His paths. If even many nations will recognize the importance of Jerusalem - then shouldn't we be among them? Let us go up to Jerusalem in a spiritual sense! And consciously confess: Our God is the God of Jacob.
If we continue to follow the word from Romans 9, we read: the Israelites have been given the right to worship . Now one might ask why this is particularly emphasized. We also celebrate worship. What could be meant here? The Holy One of Israel has appointed the Israelites to serve in honor of His name. This included eradicating the idolatry of the Canaanites. And so we also read repeatedly that the LORD also uses His people as instruments of judgment, "to take vengeance on the nations,... to execute on them the judgment already written" (Ps 149:7 ff). So this is part of the "worship" in honor of the LORD. And Israel is called to a witness service, as we read in Ezek 37:28: "The nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel." For this, HE uses a beautiful image for the end times: "The remnant of Jacob will be in the midst of many peoples like the dew from the LORD" (Micah 5:6).
The main task of the high priests was to offer sacrifices and to make intercessions. Now Peter's letter is addressed to us with the words: "You are... a royal priesthood" (1 Peter 2:9).
Since intercession is one of our most important tasks, then it is especially for Israel, which is so close to our LORD's heart. Psalm 122 calls us to "Pray for salvation for Jerusalem" and gives two motivations for doing so: "For the sake of my brothers and my friends I will say: Salvation be in you! For the sake of the house of the LORD our God I will seek your welfare." For our intercession it is of course helpful to have information about what is happening in Israel. ( This evening there is a good opportunity to hear more about the current situation and also to ask questions.)
The importance of Jerusalem is further underlined by the Psalmist's reminder: "The LORD has chosen Zion; he has desired it as his dwelling place. 'This is my resting place forever...'" (Psalm 132:13f.).
And there we read a powerful call to pray for this city, which is at the center of political events: "You who remind the Lord, do not rest yourselves and give Him no rest until He establishes Jerusalem and makes her a praise in the earth." ( Isaiah 62:7) This is not just an invitation to add Jerusalem to your prayer list. No, this is an urgent call. Yes, the almighty God allows us to harass Him with our prayers. The Holy One of Israel wants to glorify Himself as a triumphant in this city when all the nations advance against Jerusalem, as we read in Zechariah 12.
Are we, as "royal priests," also called to offer a sacrificial service, like the high priests of old? Of course, it is primarily about thank offerings - yes, this is the term used in Scripture in Psalm 50:23: "He who offers thanksgiving glorifies Me and prepares a way; I will show him the salvation of God."
The word worship rarely appears in the New Testament, but Paul exhorts us to "present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable worship" ( Rom. 12:1). And this is connected to our service as witnesses for our Savior. We are to be "something to the praise of His glory." And "workers together in the truth," as John writes (
Therefore, because the Holy One of Israel has linked Himself to the Jewish people with the holiness of His name, our witness service also includes standing up for His Israel again and again without fear (like Esther) before the world, where Jews are spoken of in a hateful and slanderous manner. And we truly have much reason to do so!
At that time, the priestly service also included observance of the prescribed festivals and the Shabbat . Shouldn't we rediscover these biblical festivals in their salvation-historical significance and their reference to JESHUA?
The Passover, of course, points to Jesus’ sacrificial death as a sinless sacrifice.
On the Feast of Shavuot , 50 days after Passover, Jews remember the gift of the Torah, and when we Christians celebrate Pentecost 50 days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit through whom the Word comes to life.
At the Jewish New Year, Rosh ha Shana, the Jews are called to a Holy Assembly to proclaim the omnipotence of God by blowing the shofar horn; and we read that at his Second Coming, YESHUA will send angels with the sound of a trumpet.
Yom Kippur, the annual Jewish Day of Atonement, reminds us that our Redeemer has completely forgiven our sins once and for all .
When Jews remember dwelling in booths during the desert wanderings at Sukkot , we turn our spiritual gaze to the wonderful promise that YESHUA has prepared a dwelling place for us with the heavenly Father. And the gathering of the harvest at Sukkot points prophetically to the end-time gathering of His people.
The Feast of the Dedication of the Temple, Hanukkah, which our LORD Jesus also celebrated ( John 10:22), reminds us of the courage of a small group of Jews, the Maccabees, which led to the victory of Judaism over idolatrous Hellenism. A reminder for us to overcome in the good fight of faith and not to mix.
So let us consider the biblical feasts in their salvation-historical context! This can enrich our spiritual life.
Finally, Paul writes in Romans 9: “The promises are to the Jews .”
We know about the promise of the land, first given to Abram and then confirmed again and again. The Creator God does not promise a specific land to any other people ! And what about us Christians? Our LORD Jesus has also promised us a specific place to live, a dwelling place that HE has prepared for us with the heavenly Father. ( John 14:2f).
Due to disobedience, the Israelites had to leave the country for a time and go into exile, but God gives the promise of bringing them back from the dispersion: "From the rising of the sun I will bring your descendants, and from the setting of the sun I will gather you. I will say to the north, 'Give me,' and to the south, 'Do not hold back!'" ( Isaiah 43:5f). And we live in a time in which this is clearly becoming true: Since the founding of the State of Israel, over 3,250,000 Jews have immigrated to the Promised Land.
The God of A, I and J promises His beloved people, the apple of contention in the world, physical rescue from the greatest distress. We can only marvel at the divine promise for the end times: "You will seek them and will not find them, the men who contend with you; the men who wage war against you will be as nothing and as nothing" ( Isaiah 41:12). Yes, and does our LORD JESHUA not also promise those who hold fast to Him protection from the greatest distress? We can expect the rapture before the Antichrist comes.
Finally, God also promises the Jewish people a spiritual restoration. We can only hold our breath at the promise for the end times: "In those days and at that time the iniquity of Israel will be sought, and it will not be there; and the sins of Judah will not be found; for I will forgive those whom I leave" ( Jer 50:20). If we point fingers today at Israel's failure - or the supposed failure - this should make us more humble in view of this divine promise. This is about a national forgiveness and restoration such as is not promised to any other people. For us of the nations, it is like this: Only when we have made an individual, personal decision for YESHUA does the promise apply: "He who believes in HIM will not be condemned" ( John 3:18).
For every individual who has accepted JESHUA as his LORD, according to divine promise, his debt is completely paid off. Hallelujah ! (The Hebrew word Shalom comes from the verb " leshalem " = to pay completely!)
We are no longer “strangers to the covenants of promise.” YESHUA shed His precious blood for us to “save us from the power of darkness” and bring us into the kingdom of God (Col. 1:13).
We as followers of Jesus have the promise of a heavenly home.

We have seen that we non-Jews can share in the blessings of Israel in many different ways. But now the letter to the Eph . takes us an important step further: The Prince of Peace JESHUA has Jews and Christians are reconciled to God in one body through the cross ( Eph 2:16).
· Song: You, JESHUA, are my salvation
There was a gap between Christianity and Judaism that lasted thousands of years, even though the New Testament and the Jewish Bible, the Old Testament, are inseparably linked and Jesus himself often quotes the Old Testament . Early in the history of the church, people consciously distanced themselves from their Jewish roots. And in many cases this is still the case today.
Eph all the more important and precious : JESHUA "has made both Jews and Christians one, breaking down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility" ( Eph 2:14). We are now "fellow citizens with the saints and members of God's household" ( Eph 2:19). Is it not the case that we are more inclined to be surprised that Jews are also members of God's household? There is a joke in Israel:... .
Paul writes: "You are built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole building, fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord" ( Eph 2:20).
Let us hear some precious confirmations of this salvation-historically significant truth of the one body:
“For the Gentiles should be fellow heirs and fellow members of the body and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel” ( Eph 3:6)
“For as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of that body, being many, are one body , so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Christians…” (1 Cor 12:12f).
Paul makes it clear: “The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’; nor the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you’; but the very members of the body which seem weaker are necessary…” (1 Cor. 12:21 f.)
“For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for he is Lord of all and rich to all who call on him” ( Rom 10:12).
At the end of days, in the New Jerusalem, the church will consist of Jews and Christians. In the letter to the Hebrews we read: "You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to a festal assembly of angels, and to the church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant..." ( Hebrews 12:22f). We can see in this the indication that not only the Christian church but also the redeemed of the Old Testament and angels are gathered in the New Jerusalem.
The fact that the church in the end times, in the New Jerusalem, consists of Christians and Jews is also evident from the biblical terms “bride” and “bridegroom”. Yeshua himself referred to himself as the bridegroom, for example in the parable of the ten virgins ( Matthew 25:1; see also Matthew 9:15 and John 3:29). And Paul writes to the church: “I have betrothed you to one husband, that you may be presented as chaste virgins to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:2). On the other hand, we read in Isaiah 62:5 – i.e. concerning Israel –: “As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so will your God rejoice over you.” And indeed, in Hos 2:21 the LORD addressed the Israelites: “I will betroth you to Me forever.”
So it is not surprising when we read in Revelation: For the wedding of the Lamb, “the woman has made herself ready” (Luther: the bride) – the church –, but it also says: “Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb” (Rev 19:9). Commentators point out that the wedding concerns the church and takes place in heaven (between the rapture and Jesus’ second coming), but the subsequent wedding supper will be on earth and essentially concerns Israel. (Since many Jews decline the invitation, the invitation is also extended to the nations.) [footnoteRef:1]This wedding supper marks the beginning of the Millennium. The invitations are extended shortly before the return of Jesus to all the redeemed who do not belong to the raptured church of Jesus [footnoteRef:2]. [1: Pentecost, Bible and Future, p. 246 f.]  [2:  Fruchtenbaum , Handbook of Biblical Prophecy, I, p. 303] 

The wonder of God's wonderful guidance of Christians and Jews can keep us even more from Christian arrogance. As wild olive trees, we are grafted into the noble olive tree of Israel. Our spiritual roots lie in Judaism. The LORD Jesus warns us in the parable of the sower: "He who has the word sown on the rocky ground is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy. But he has no root in himself, but is only a man of the moment..." ( Matthew 13:20f). But it is precisely through the history of Israel that God wants to broaden our view of His divine perspective, of His plan of salvation that will last for thousands of years!
We should be firmly rooted in the noble olive tree. We should be careful and have no reason to boast that we are followers of Jesus. "You do not support the root, but the root supports you" ( Rom 11:18).
Anyone who ignores, does not respect or even despises Israel, which is so close to God's heart, is depriving himself of blessing. But whoever blesses Israel is blessed.
So may the God A, I and J bless each one here and this congregation in His rich measure!











