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Israel and the Palestinians


Some preliminary remarks:

The only living God, the LORD of history, makes His history essentially in Israel, with Israel and for Israel.
That is why it is important for us to know about the current historical situation of His people and state.

Israel and the Palestinians - this is a key issue for categorising and understanding the ongoing conflict.
I would like to say in advance:

· God loves all people

· In His divine authority, He has chosen a people and given Himself to the
Jews eternally consecrated by sacred oath

· God allows people to be misled and indoctrinated by people, by political leaders and demagogues, rebelling against God's plans for Israel.

· We deal with it? We can only pity these people and have no reason to hate them. But for the sake of truth, the facts must be stated.



What is actually behind the term "Palestinian"? Well, to start with: There is the term "Palestinian", but not a people in that sense, 
o as the Arabs who call themselves that make believe 
o as the UN resolutions and EU funding suggest,
o as some Christians believe, who read in the Bible about the Philistines, who lived thousands of years ago in the area that is now Israel, in Canaan.

Yes, to clarify the latter - and this brings us to the first very important point -  the Arabs, who today call themselves Palestinians, are by no means the successors of the Philistines! The Philistines were in fact a non-Semitic people who came from Crete around the 12th century BC. A look at the Bible clarifies this: 
· (Zeph. 2, 4 f): "Woe to the inhabitants of the land by the sea, the nation of the Cretans! The word of the LORD concerning you is: Canaan, land of the Philistines, I will destroy you so that no inhabitant will remain." 
· Similarly Ezek. 25, 16: "Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I stretch out My hand against the Philistines and cut off the Cretans, and wipe out the remnant from the coast of the sea."
What follows from this? Because the Palestinians - and I am putting the term in inverted commas for the time being until I have explained it more concretely - are not descendants of the Philistines, they cannot derive their claim to the land of Israel from the fact that their ancestors lived in Canaan! Sometimes they want to win Christians over to their point of view by saying: You read in your Bible that we were already in the land that Israel now claims for itself...
It makes me smile to think of a true episode of Gillerman at the UN....

Where does the term "pal." actually come from?

We must first discuss the term Palestine: It goes back to the Roman Emperor Hadrian, who wanted to eradicate the term Judea (as well as the word Jerusalem) in 135 AD. He renamed the province of Judea "Syria Palaestina".
What does the Bible say about the attempts to blot out the name of Israel? Even the psalmist Asaph prays in 
· Ps. 83, 2 - 5: "O God, do not be silent! Do not be silent, and do not be still, O God! For behold, Your (!) enemies rage, and those who hate You raise their heads. They plot against Your people, and they take counsel against those who are safe with You. They say: Come and let us destroy them as a nation, that the name of Israel may be remembered no more!" (We see that the enemies of Israel are God's enemies.)
Let's make a big leap in time: in the second half of the 19th century, the area between Egypt and the Euphrates was called Pal. but only in the sense of a purely geographical, not a political term. 
In November 1917, the Balfour Declaration defined the goal of providing the Jewish people with a national home "in Palestine". And in 1922, the League of Nations declared the territory of Palestine, which had previously belonged to the Turkish Empire, to be a British Mandate.

What is important now is that since the British Mandate government in 1922, an area was called "Palestine" that extended 24% west and 76% east of the Jordan River, i.e. including the then Transjordan, today's Jordan. Until the state of Israel was founded in 1948, all the inhabitants living there could have called themselves "Pal." Muslims, as well as Greek Orthodox and other Christians, Templars, Druze and Jews. Interestingly, however, Arabs who lived there called themselves Arabs and not Pal.
Many of the inhabitants of Pal. at that time lived in the vast 76% east of the Jordan. And so it is not surprising that in today's Jordan the "Pal." make up a majority of 70-80%. 

The decisive answer to our provocative question: "Why is there no Pal?" is the following: 
The Arabs known today as Pal. have no history, language, culture or religion of their own.
And astonishingly, they even call it that themselves:
A well-known politician who counts herself as a Pal, Chanan Ashrawi, said: "In 1948, when the state of Israel was founded, there were no Pal, only Arabs."
And the former Jordanian King Hussein was quoted in 1981 as saying: "The truth is simple: Jordan is Palestine and Palestine is Jordan."
In 1972, Arafat told the UN: "We are not interested in borders. Pal. is just a tiny drop in the big Arab ocean. Our nation is the Arab nation..."

The question is, of course, why the whole world assumes that there is a specific Palestinian people? I have to quote a leading representative of the PLO at the time (Zuheir Mohsen), who said in 1977: "There is no such thing as a Palestinian people." In reality, there is no difference between Jordanians and Palestinians, Syrians and Lebanese. Only for political and tactical reasons. For tactical reasons, Jordan, which is a state with fixed borders, cannot lay claim to Haifa and Jaffa. On the other hand, as a Pal. I can demand Haifa, Jaffa, Beersheva and Jerusalem."

We must realise this: Only after Yassir Arafat took over the leadership of the PLO liberation organisation founded in 1964, only in 1969 was the term "pal. People" was coined for these sophisticated tactical reasons. 
Since then, the political leaders of Fatah and Hamas have been clamouring for the right to self-determination and their own land for this "people", which does not actually exist. Since then, the world has been accusing Israel of being an occupying state. 

How many "Pal" are there actually?
Immediately after the founding of the state of Israel, hundreds of thousands of Arabs (perhaps 500,000, the UN speaks of 726,000) fled on the advice of their own leaders, because the Arabs - who did not want to tolerate a Jewish state - wanted to make short work of this political baby militarily and could not distinguish between Jews and Arabs with their guns. Israel was miraculously victorious against the oppressive enemy superiority. And the Arabs who had fled from the former Palestine were out. This is how the refugee camps set up by the UN came into being. It is hard to believe: Despite Israeli insistence, the dissolution of the Palestinian refugee camps failed due to repeated vetoes by the UN.   Because the camps are supposed to remain an open wound, a weapon against Israel.

According to the latest estimates, there are 65 million refugees in the world (one in every 113 people). The United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) is responsible for them. But not for the Palestinian refugees. For them there is UNRWA (the United Nations Relief and Works Agency). If it were only a matter of a division of labour, that would be okay. But the two institutions have different definitions of who is considered a refugee. And the descendants of people who became refugees in 1948 also count as pal. refugees! That doesn't exist anywhere else. Incidentally, it is estimated that only 30,000 Palestinians who physically left Israel at that time are still alive today (C.Glick 1.6.12). If the general criteria were applied, the number of Pal. refugees would be less than 1% (50,000) of the more than 5 million claimed by UNRWA...(of which, by the way, 2 million have Jordanian citizenship, i.e. anyway). Jordanian citizenship, so they should not be considered refugees anyway).
A second unequal treatment concerns the mandate of the two UN organisations: 
The task of the High Commission for Refugees is to find sustainable, permanent solutions for refugees in countries other than their country of origin. UNRWA's mandate is limited to providing humanitarian aid to a constantly growing population. This does not end the problem, but deliberately perpetuates it.
By the way, since 1948 there have been no less than 150 UN resolutions that specifically concerned the so-called Palestinian refugees, but not a single one of the 1,888 resolutions concerned the 850,000 Jewish refugees who had to flee the Arab countries...

29.11.12, an actually absurd situation arose: Abbas presented an application to the UN, even though his term of office had officially expired almost 5 years earlier.  He claimed to represent a people that had repeatedly admitted to having no real, independent identity and that had prevented him for years from even visiting 40% of the territory he represented (namely the Gaza Strip). He sought a state with the ultimate goal of denying the right to exist to another, a UN member state. He demanded a state of his own, although despite massive economic and political foreign support, he has not managed to establish a stable society.

So this Abbas - in violation of the 1993 Oslo Accords - requested that the PA's previous status as an observer to the UN be upgraded to that of a "non-member observer state" (with an emphasis on "state"). 

UN resolution of Nov. 2012: overwhelming majority in favour, only 9 x no . Germany abstained. The Palestinians are now a "non-member observer state" - and therefore have the same status as the Vatican at present. 
What does this mean for the Promised Land?

The UN does not have the authority to establish states. The decision is a non-binding recommendation, but of course it reflects the position of the voting states. And some nations - including the Vatican - have indeed allowed themselves to be seduced into recognising "Pal" as a state - a state without borders and without unified leadership...

Incidentally, the UN Charter requires a member state to be a "peace-loving state"...
The massive rocket fire from the Gaza Strip into Israel speaks a vivid language!
What does Article 13 of the Hamas Charter say: "There is no solution to the Palestinian problem except through jihad."

Incidentally, even in pious circles, the term "Palestine" has unfortunately been carelessly used for years instead of Israel, and the footnotes inserted by people in the Bible often erroneously read "Palestine at the time of the OT" or "Palestine at the time of the NT" - which did not exist! After all, Joseph in Egypt after the death of Herod did not receive the instruction in a dream to go to "Palestine", but rather: "Go to the land of Israel!" (Mt 2:20)

Internationally, the best chance of resolving the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is the so-called 2-state solution. The so-called 2-state solution is seen internationally as the best chance of resolving the Palestinian-Israeli conflict: a Palestinian state "side by side" with the Jewish state. 
The basic idea is the formula "land for peace", i.e. the idea that if Israel is prepared to give up land, it will have peace in the long term.
We know that only the promised Immanuel brings peace.
· "He will be the Lord of peace" (Mic 5:4)
But Israel's experience also means that a big question mark needs to be placed behind the "land for peace" formula.
Then why did Arafat reject Ehud Barak's offer of 97% of the J&S territory? Why did Abbas turn down Olmert's offer of 93% of J&S? The Oslo Accords of 1994, of Wye and Hebron, which led to the surrender of 7 Jewish towns, and also the evacuation of the Gaza Strip in 2005, painfully demonstrate that "land for peace" is in reality "land for terrorism". And it is not about a state "at the side" of Israel, but in the middle of it: in J&S. And this means that rockets could not only rain down on the Negev from the Gaza Strip, but reach every corner of Israel. But what does the Psalm say?
· "The LORD destroys the counsel of the nations, He frustrates the thoughts of the peoples" (Ps. 33:10)
It is significant that no Palestinian leader ever speaks of "2 states for 2 peoples", because then he would recognise the Jews as a people, not just as a religion, and thus confirm their right to a national homeland.
However, both Fatah and Hamas reject this. They claim the entire area from the Jordan to the Mediterranean.
It speaks volumes when the spokesperson of the Arab League revealed that it is pan-Arab policy to deny Palestinians citizenship in Arab countries, even if they have lived there for decades. This is because the reason for claiming "return to Palestine"  should be maintained  - artificially.  
This claim to the "return of refugees" emphasises:
The Arabs want a 22nd Arab state without accepting a single Jewish one. 

Under massive international pressure, Netanyahu officially considered the formation of a Pal state for the first time on 14 June 2009, albeit under certain conditions:
- Demilitarisation
Question: how will this be ensured? Even now, the smuggling of weapons into Gaza has not been stopped. Hizbullah in southern Lebanon has already succeeded in arming itself, even though UNIFIL was supposed to prevent this.
- Recognition of Israel as a Jewish state with Jerusalem as its capital
How likely is this? Erekat: "Israel can wait a thousand years!"
Advisor to Abbas (Dahlan): They are only pretending to officially recognise Israel in order to benefit from international aid (2009). So Israel will not even be recognised as a state, let alone as a Jewish state!

The world assumes: The Palestinians would want a state alongside Israel.
But Hamas (3/09): "We accept a Palestinian state within the 1967 borders only as an interim solution, without recognising the Zionist occupation of even one centimetre of our homeland". In reality, as Abbas says, the claim even refers to "all territories that Israel occupied before (!) 1967". This refers to the armistice lines of 1949.  

It is the clearly proclaimed goal of both Hamas and the supposedly moderate Fatah to wipe out all of Israel.
But let us remember what the LORD of history says to Israel:
· "Whoever touches you touches the apple of My eye." That is how precious Israel is to the Lord!

So: the idea of "2 states side by side" cannot lead to the goal. 
The Pal are also not driven by desperation because of a non-existent state - because they have repeatedly rejected a state since the 1930s...

In general, I have to refute some completely false claims:

1. "The economic and humanitarian situation of the Palestinians is intolerable."
No! There is no population group in the world that receives as much international aid per capita as the Pal. 
And Israel supplies 70% of the electricity to Gaza, around 40% of the water, and sends 800 lorries with materials and medical supplies every day(!). goods.
Unemployment and poverty are high in Gaza because the Hamas leadership pockets international financial aid or misuses it for weapons. 

1. When the Israeli-Palestinian problem is solved, there will be peace in the Middle East."
No! Just think of the massacres in Syria, the turmoil in Iraq and the euphemistically so-called "Arab Spring" as a whole, which have absolutely nothing to do with how Israel treats the Palestinians.

1. J&S is "occupied territory" and therefore Israel is not allowed to build "settlements" there.
No, it is not about occupied territory, but it is recognised as "disputed territory".
 "Classical international law defines an occupied territory as a territory of a state that is militarily occupied by another state while a state of war exists between the two states." However, this cannot apply to Israel, because since the fall of the Ottoman Empire in 1917, the territories of J&S (as well as the Gaza Strip) have not been recognised as the territory of any state. 

How is this whole political tug-of-war to be categorised spiritually? With regard to the promised land, the LORD says "the land belongs to ME" (Lev 25:23). And we hear the warning from Joel 4:1 f: 
· The LORD says that I will "enter into judgement with the nations because of My people and My possession Israel, which they have scattered among the nations. And they have divided My land."

What actually belongs to the land promised by God?
What about the Gaza Strip? Joshua was to take Gaza (Josh. 10), and it then belonged to the tribe of Judah (Josh. 15). In 2005, Israel voluntarily left the territory. But ultimately, according to the divine plan, it was to be reserved for the Jewish people. For we read about the "day of the LORD's wrath", i.e. about the last days in Zeph 2:5 ff, which I have already quoted in part: 
· "Woe to the inhabitants of the land by the sea, the nation of the Cretans! The word of the LORD concerning you is: Canaan, land of the Philistines, I will destroy you... It will be a land for the remnant of the house of Judah..." . 

Judea&Samaria is of course clearly part of the biblical heartland. For our LORD Jesus was born in Bethlehem, in Judea, and worked there. He also came to Samaria (John 4:4) and promised His disciples that they would also be witnesses in Judea and Samaria (Acts 1:8). The tabernacle stood in Samaria for 369 years. And when it is prophesied in Ezek. 36:8 that "the mountains of Israel" would one day bear fruit, this refers precisely to the landscape that is usually referred to in the media and politics as the "West Bank" (= west bank). 

The Golan is called Bashan in the Bible. The Israelites were to conquer it and defeat Og, the king of Bashan (Num 21:33 ff). This is also why Bashan is mentioned in the distribution of the East Bank (Numbers 32:33), and Moses designated "Golan in Bashan" as one of the three cities of refuge (Deuteronomy 4:43). 
But should the Golan only belong to Israel at that time? No, Bashan is also explicitly mentioned in the context of the return of the Jews in the end times: 
· "And I will bring Israel back to its pasture, that it may feed... in Bashan..." (Jer. 50:19).

Jerusalem is repeatedly at the centre of the conflict with the so-called Palestinians, who are often supported in this by Western politicians. And this despite the fact that it is not mentioned once in the Koran, but 654 times in the OT and 157 times in the NT. Why? Because the most significant events in the history of salvation have happened or will happen there and the enemy of God is raging against it. 
Palestinian so-called scientists, for example, brazenly claim that there is no archaeological evidence of Jewish life in the territory of the state and in Jerusalem! Even the 1st and 2nd Temples are just a figment of the imagination! 

· The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob "has chosen Zion, has chosen it as His dwelling place: This is My resting place forever" (Ps. 132, 13 f.) 
The Prince of Peace, the Messiah Jesus, returns to the Mount of Olives - to East Jerusalem.

Therefore, we can be certain that God A, I and J will come to His divine goal with His people Israel. Just think of the precious promise:
1.  "I will betroth you to Me forever...in righteousness and in justice and in mercy and in compassion, yes, in faithfulness I will betroth you to Me" (Hos. 2:21),
The LORD of history reaches his goal! Nevertheless:
The Israeli government has a responsibility to find a way through the acute challenges. Politics is described as the art of the possible. As the two-state solution will not work, the question of alternatives arises.

There are two opposing currents in Israel: one (left-wing, non-Zionist) would give up large parts of J&S, the other (right-wing) is in favour of the annexation of J&S.

The problem of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict can be summarised as follows: 
As long as the Pal narrative, which portrays the Pal as a separate people, is recognised as legitimate, all claims arising from it are also considered legitimate. Therefore, the inescapable conclusion is that the Pal narrative and all claims arising from it must be exposed as lies (according to M. Sherman). 
This is a political tour de force that requires the participation of the global community. The approach of strategy consultant M. Sherman seems the most sensible to me:
Israel should maintain control over J&S, but not permanently absorb the Palestinian-Arab population. Three measures should serve this purpose:
a) Treatment of Palestinian refugees like other refugees in the world, i.e. dissolution of UNRWA, which is only responsible for Palestinians
b) International pressure for Palestinian Arabs to be granted citizenship rights in Arab countries and not be discriminated against there
c) Israel should give the Palestinian families generous funds for voluntary resettlement in Arab countries willing to accept them.

One thing remains certain: the promise of the Holy One of Israel to His people:
1. "Thus says the LORD, who has set the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and stars for a light by night...When these ordinances depart from before My face, says the LORD, then the offspring of Israel shall also cease to be a nation before My face all their days" (Jer. 31:35 f.).
So stop after all?
It will only be at the end of the 1000-year kingdom that God will give up these orders of the cosmos in order to create a new heaven and a new earth. But even for this, we read the promise with amazement:
1. "As the new heavens and the new earth which I make shall stand before Me, says the LORD, so shall your descendants and your name (!) stand." (Is 66, 22)

(Many such marvellous promises are also compiled in my books).

               Summary "Israel and the Palestinians"

· Arabs who call themselves Palestinians today are not descended from the Philistines mentioned in the Bible.
· The "Palestinians" have no history, language, culture or religion of their own.
· The term "Palestinians" was not coined until 1969.
· The refugee camps are the result of the Arab leadership calling on its people to leave the territory of Israel, which was sanctioned by the UN in 1948.
· Despite Israeli insistence, the dissolution of the refugee camps failed due to repeated vetoes by the UN.
· The "Palestinian state" recognised by some nations is an entity without borders and without a unified authorised leadership.
· The Arabs want a 22nd Arab state without accepting a single Jewish state.
· The idea of a "two-state solution", which is also propagated in the West, is doomed to failure.
· The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob links the existence of Israel to the existence of the cosmos.
 


Winfried Balke, 2016
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