The Gaza War – Background and spiritual classification

How did this catastrophe come about?
· The attack was planned well in advance by Hamas and was not triggered by any alleged distress of the "Palestinians" or a perceived threat to the Al-Aqsa Mosque. It is a religious war, in accordance with Hamas's objective as stated in its charter.
· The High Holiday, on which almost all smartphones and televisions remain switched off, was perfidiously exploited.
· Israel underestimated Hamas's fighting spirit and thought it could contribute to peace by granting work permits.
· In recent months, Israel has focused heavily on Judea and Samaria , where there has been a huge escalation of riots and acts of terror against Jews, but also by Arabs among Arabs (with over 120 deaths).
· Discord within Israel and the refusal of many reservists to serve in the military were signals of weakness to the enemy.
· Hamas is seeking to gain political control in J&S and prepare for the time when Abbas is gone.
· Hamas demonstrates its strength regarding the “destruction of Israel” and thus wants to win the favor of the “Palestinians.”
· Hamas undoubtedly received green light from Iran, which provides significant funding and weapons to the terrorist organization.
· There is anger among the "Palestinians" over Israel's rapprochement with Saudi Arabia. In their view, the Abraham Accords threatened to push the Israeli-Palestinian conflict into the background.
· Hamas, according to its own statements, loves death and celebrates “martyrs.”

Attempts at spiritual interpretation
1) Israel's enemies are God's enemies
The fight against Israel is ultimately a fight against God, who has bound His holy name to the Jewish people with a sacred oath and therefore wants to be called the “God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” throughout all generations (Exodus 3:15).
Israel's enemies are therefore God's enemies. Psalm 83:3ff states: "Behold, your enemies are raging, and those who hate you have lifted up their heads. They plot against your people, and they take counsel against those who take refuge in you. They say, 'Come, let us destroy them as a nation, so that the name of Israel will be remembered no more.'"
The LORD "will be mighty against his enemies" ( Isaiah 42:13). His name is also "LORD of hosts," .
The Holy One of Israel says: "Whoever attacks you, I will attack" ( Isaiah 49:25). He is the one "who pleads the cause of His people" ( Isaiah 51:22). "For behold, your enemies, O LORD, behold, your enemies will perish; all the workers of iniquity will be scattered" (Psalm 92:10).
2) God reaches the goal
Psalm 106 captures Israel's turbulent history, a story of guilt and punishment on the one hand, and grace and salvation on the other. "Their enemies oppressed them, and they were afflicted under their hand. Often He delivered them... And He remembered His covenant for their sake, and He relented because of the abundance of His mercy." (verses 42 ff.)
Yes, "the keeper of Israel neither sleeps nor slumbers." Israel will not perish.
"The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Come and see the works of the Lord, who makes such destruction in the earth, who makes wars in all the earth; who breaks the bow, shatters the spear, and burns the chariots with fire. Be still, and know that I am God!" (Psalm 46:8-11)
"The Lord makes all things for His purpose, even the wicked for the evil day. A proud heart is an abomination to the Lord, and he will not go unpunished."( (Prov. 16:4)
“Praise His people, O you nations, for He will avenge the blood of His servants and will take vengeance on His enemies and will make atonement for the land of His people ” (Deut. 32:43).
“In my anger I hid my face from you for a moment, but with everlasting kindness I will have mercy on you, says the Lord your Redeemer” ( Isaiah 54:8).
“Thus says the Lord: If My covenant with the day and the night is broken, if I have not established the ordinances of heaven and earth, then I will also cast off the descendants of Jacob and of My servant David…” ( Jeremiah 33:25)
3) Cause and impact
The astonishing failure of Israel's widely praised security apparatus may point to Lamentations 2:1: "Woe, how the LORD has covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in His anger!" Israel's struggle for survival can be seen as God's punishment for the extreme disunity and corruption within the country. When God allows evil neighbors to harm His people, it is because punishment is intended to bring healing to the people and thus advance God's plan for humanity.
God had announced in Hosea 's timealready: "When they are afflicted, they will seek Me. ' Come , let us return to the Lord; for He has torn us apart, and He will heal us; He has struck us, and He will bind us up" (Hos 6:1).
The Lord has already made a tangible beginning of healing: a people so recently divided, has- at least shortly after the massacre -  found a unity not experienced for decades. And God's plan for the Jewish people certainly includes Israel waging war against terrorists and evil for the benefit of the Christian nations, as if representing the Western world. Just as the Lord said to the Israelites: "Behold, I have made you like a sharp threshing-machine..." ( Isaiah 41:15). "For I have bent Judah for Myself as a bow ... and I will make you like the sword of a mighty man" ( Zechariah 9:13).
4) The Spirit of Amalek
Biblically speaking, the enemy attack is driven by the spirit of Amalek . Moses had already to fight against Amalek , supported in prayer by Aaron and Hur (Exodus 17:10ff). Moses did indeed defeat Amalek in those days , but it is said: "The LORD has war with Amalek from generation to generation" (Exodus 17:16). The evil spirit, which repeatedly targeted the old and weak, continued to work throughout the centuries. Let us read Deuteronomy 26:17ff: "Remember what Amalek did to you on the way when you came out of Egypt. How he met you on the way and struck down your stragglers, all the weak behind you, when you were weary and faint ..." In 2023 the state of Israel was in a weak situation, and this was exploited by the ememy.
5) Striking parallels in Deuteronomy 32[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Here I follow thoughts of Doron Schneider.] 

In this chapter we read of Jeshurun, a name given by the LORD to Israel and meaning “the upright one”. But about this Jeshurun it says: “Then he forsook God who made him, and scornfully esteemed the Rock of his salvation. They provoked Him to  jealousy with foreign gods; with  abominations they provoked Him to anger. They sacrificed to demons, not to  God, to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not" (verses 15-17). Shockingly, on October 7, on the very high holiday, thousands of Jews had celebrated a wild party, a festival of the Noga cult, and danced around a statue of a modern idol.
"They have provoked Me to jealousy by what is not god with a non-god. … But I will provoke them to jealousy  by those who are not a nation” (Verse 21) The Palestinians are a non-people, even though they repeatedly claim to be a separate people. However, they have never had their own language, culture, or religion ; they are Arabs like everyone else.
“Outside the sword will take their children, and inside terror will take the young man and the young woman, the infant and the old man” (v. 25).
"Israel is a people beyond counsel, and they have no understanding. Oh, that they were wise and understood this, that they might know what will happen to them hereafter!" (verses 28-29) It was completely incomprehensible that clear signs of a planned attack by Hamas were seen but denied.
"How is it that one man can chase away 1,000, while two can make 10,000 flee, unless their Rock had sold them?" (v. 30). Hamas' massacres have indeed forced more than 130.000 Jews to leave their homes and 760.000 to lose their jobs.
But the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will intervene: "For the Lord will vindicate his people, and He will have compassion on His servants, for He will see that their power is gone..." (v. 36). "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people, for He will avenge the blood of His servants, and render vengeance to His adversaries. He will provide atonement for His land and His  people.” (v. 43).
"Now see that I, even I, am He, and there is no God besides me!" (verse 39). It has been reported that many of the Jewish soldiers, in particular, turned anew to the Holy One of Israel and confessed the miracles they had witnessed during their military service.
6) The War of Gog from Magog ?
Does the war in the Gaza Strip point to the biblically prophesied battle of Gog from Magog ? Elie Mischel[footnoteRef:2]  commented: the connections " are hard to ignore." However, the traditional biblical enemies are being replaced by new ones.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  365 news 4.12.23]  [3:  Rabbinical sages identify the land of Magog with Germany ( so the Targum Jonathan). A 19th-century scholar, Hirschensohn , writes that this refers to Kerman or Kermanya , the second-largest province in modern Iran, whose capital is still called Kerman. (In ancient Hebrew, the letters G and K are interchangeable.)

] 

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook (born 1935) writes: "Former enemies sought to advance themselves through Israel's destruction. But the War of Gog and Magog will be solely motivated by a desire to cause harm, at a time when Israel "seeks peace with its neighbors" (which could be a reference to the Abraham Accords).
Let us look at the Holy Scriptures, where the invasion of Gog from Magog is reported in Ezekiel 38 and 39 ! There we see:
· The invasion will come “from the far north” ( Ezek . 39:2).
· Many nations will participate ( Ezek. 38:6).
· The invasion will come “upon the mountains of Israel” ( Ezek. 38:8). In the Bible the term “Mountains of Israel” is used for Judea & Samaria.
· Gog of Magog ’s goal is “to plunder, to take silver and gold, and to gather cattle and goods, and to take great spoil” ( Ezek. 38:13).
· The invasion will take place when Israel “will dwell securely” ( Ezek. 38:14). Have the Israelites been living securely before Oct 7 ?
· Gog is defeated by natural forces, i.e. without a battle, and by the enemies rising up against each other ( Ezek 38:19-22).
· The destruction will take place on the mountains of Israel, in the center of the country ( Ezek 39:4).
· It will take Israel seven years to clear away the abandoned military equipment, and seven months to cleanse the land of the dead. (There are different theories about when this invasion will take place. To me, it seems most likely that it will be before the Great Tribulation.)
Based on these characteristics, it seems to me that there is no direct connection between the Hamas war and the invasion of Ezekiel 38/39.

7) Amazing clues from Zechariah 9
During the war in Gaza the Hisbollah in Lebanon opened another front line. 
· V.3: “ Tyre has indeed built itself a fortress, has silver as dust
heaped up, and gold like the mire of the streets. But behold, the Lord will cast her out; He will destroy her power in the sea, and she will be devoured by fire."
Tyre , about 80 km south of Beirut, is close to the area from which Hezbollah now threatens the Jewish state. It has "piled up gold like dung" with billions of dollars from Iran to produce hundreds of thousands of rockets.
· Verse 6: “Thus I will cut off the pride of the Philistines.” While we must remember that the Arabs who today call themselves “Palestinians” are not descendants of the Philistines of that time (a non-Semitic people), the text speaks of inhabitants of Gaza (verse 5).
Verse 7: "And I will tear his bloody flesh from his mouth, and his loathsome morsels from between his teeth." Don't we see images of the barbaric Hamas massacre before us? The LORD will intervene so that death will no longer be glorified.
· Verse 11: “Because of the blood of your covenant I will release your prisoners from the pit where there is no water.”  230 hostages have been taken from Israel somewhere underground in Gaza.
· Verse 13: "I have bent Judah as My bow... I will make you like the sword of a mighty man." The Israeli army has set out to destroy Hamas. Ultimately, this is a fight against evil, a fight also on behalf of the Western world.
· Verse 12: "Return to the stronghold, you prisoners of hope!" That means: Return to the Lord! For in Joel 4:16 we read: "The Lord is a stronghold for the people of Israel." Already, reports are emerging that there is a spiritual awakening among the Jews during the war.
· Zechariah 9 offers us a perspective on the end times. We don't know exactly where we stand now. But the chapter promises the returning Savior.
Verse 9: “Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout for joy, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you.”



